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Questions and answers tcj,the
previous daily quiz: 1. According to
the Padma Purana, Ganesha got his
elephant head in this manner. Ans:
When he refused entry to his father
to see his mother while she was
having a bath, Siva cut off his head
in anger and replaced it with an
elephant’s head after regaining his
composure

2. Because of these distinct features,
Ganesha is also called Lambodhara
and Vakratunda. Ans: Pot-belly and
curved trunk

3. In this form, Ganesha knocked over
this sage’s ‘*kamandalu’ to let Kaveri
flow to the southern parts of India.

CONTACT: 9971932488

16S9. Quiz
1. How Ganesha Received the Elephant Head

e According to the Puranic narrative, Parvati appointed Ganesha
to guard the entrance while she bathed.

e Ganesha did not recognise Shiva and prevented him from
entering.

e Enraged by the obstruction, Shiva severed Ganesha'’s head.

o After discovering that Ganesha was Parvati's son and seeing her
grief, Shiva restored him to life with an elephant’s head.

¢ Shiva subsequently granted Ganesha an eminent position
among the ganas.

e Puranic texts preserve different versions of Ganesha’s birth and
transformation; therefore, this account should be understood as one
important religious tradition rather than a historical event.

Ans: Crow and Agastya

4. According to many accounts,
Ganesha has two wives. Name them.
Ans: Siddhi and Buddhi

5. The speciality of the idol of Ganesha °
located within the Muktheeswarar

2. Meaning of Lambodara and Vakratunda

Lambodara is formed from the Sanskrit words lamba, meaning
hanging or large, and udara, meaning belly.

e It consequently describes Ganesha as the deity with a large or

prominent abdomen.

e Vakratunda combines vakra, meaning curved, with tunda, meaning trunk, snout or projecting
mouth. It refers to Ganesha’s characteristically curved elephant trunk.
These names are descriptive epithets based on Ganesha’s iconography.
Ganesha is also known as Ekadanta, meaning “one-tusked,” and Gajanana, meaning
“elephant-faced.”

e His large abdomen is traditionally interpreted as representing his capacity to assimilate varied
experiences.

3. Ganesha, Sage Agastya and the River Kaveri

e According to a prominent southern Indian tradition, Sage Agastya carried sacred water in his
kamandalu, or water vessel.

e Ganesha assumed the form of a crow and sat on the vessel.

e When Agastya attempted to drive the bird away, the vessel overturned and released its water.

e The released water is believed to have become the River Kaveri and flowed across southern
India.

o The Karnataka Gazetteer records this traditional association between Ganesha, Agastya and
the Kaveri.

e Talakaveri in Karnataka’s Kodagu district is conventionally regarded as the river’s source.
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KAVERI (CAUVERY)

e The source of origin is Talakaveri,
Brahmagiri Hills, Kodagu, Western Ghats,

e The length of the river was 805 Km.

e Important left-hand tributaries are Hemavati,

Harangi, Shimsha, Arkavathy. \

Water Allocation

In tme ft
Tamil Nadu: 419
Karnataka: 270 [/
Kerala: 30 |
Puducherry:

e Important right-hand tributaries are Bhavani,
Kabini, Noyyal, Amravathi, Moyar,
Lakshmanateerta,.

e |t passes through states of Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, and Pudducherry.

e Sivasamundram waterfalls is situated on it.

Arabian Sea

Source: Indian Express

4, Wives Associated with Ganesha

¢ In one widely followed Puranic tradition, Ganesha is associated with Siddhi and Buddhi.

e Siddhi represents accomplishment, spiritual attainment or success, while Buddhi represents
intelligence, understanding and wisdom.

e Their association suggests that genuine achievement must be accompanied by sound
judgment and knowledge.

e The Ganesha Purana and Mudgala Purana describe Ganesha as accompanied by Siddhi and
Buddhi.

e In several South Indian traditions, particularly Tamil traditions where Ganesha is worshipped
as Pillaiyar or Vinayagar, he is regarded as an unmarried or celibate deity (brahmachari). In
contrast, traditions prevalent in several other parts of India associate him with consorts, most
commonly Riddhi and Siddhi.

5. Ganesha Idol in the Muktheeswarar Temple, Thilatharpanapuri

e The Muktheeswarar Temple complex at Thilatharpanapuri, near Koothanur in
Thiruvarur district, Tamil Nadu, contains a rare shrine of Ganesha known as Adi
Vinayagar (Aadhi Vinayakar) or Nara Mukha Vinayagar.

e Its distinctive feature is that Ganesha is represented with a human face/head

rather than his familiar elephant head.

The terminology itself explains the form:

Nara = human/man

Mukha = face

Vinayagar = Ganesha

Therefore, Nara Mukha Vinayagar = “human-faced Ganesha.”

GS Paper 1: Geography 16 September 2026

TOPICS COVERED

16S9 | Six States sign ‘historic’ pact to implement project worth ¥15,624 crore on Tons river
©F TSl A I A4 W 15,624 FU3 A TRAST an] F3=t F fow Afaefde gasia w
gEaER fe

16S9 | NATO jets down drone which entered Lithuanian airspace
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Six States sign ‘historic’ pact
to implement project worth
X15,624 crore on Tons river

The Centre will bear approximately 90% financial burden of Kishau multipurpose project while

remaining 10% will be borne by the participating States in accordance with a 1994 agreement

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

imachal Pradesh,

Haryana, Uttarak-

hand, Uttar Pra-
desh, Delhi and Rajasthan
on Tuesday signed an
agreement for the imple-
mentation of the 422 MW
Kishau multipurpose pro-
ject, to be built at an esti-
mated cost of 15,624 crore.
The project will come up
on the Tons river along the
Uttarakhand-Himachal Pra-
desh border.

In the presence of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
and Union Jal Shakti Minis-
ter C. R. Patil, the Chief Mi-
nisters of six States: Yogi
Adityanath of Uttar Pra-
desh, Pushkar Singh Dhami
of Uttarakhand, Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu of Hima-
chal Pradesh , Rajasthan’s
Bhajan Lal Sharma, Rekha
Gupta of Delhi and Nayab
Singh Saini of Haryana
signed the project agree-
ment in New Delhi.

Terming the agreement
as “historic”, Mr. Shah said
that since Narendra Modi
became the Prime Minister,

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with CMs of Delhi, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Himachal and
Rajasthan during signing of an MoU for the Kishau power project, in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANI

this is the tenth water dis-
pute that is now set to be re-
solved. The government of
India will bear approxi-
mately 90% financial bur-
den of the project, while
the remaining 10% cent will
be borne by the participat-
ing States in accordance
with a 1994 agreement. A
232.6-metre-high concrete
gravity dam will be con-
structed on the Tons with a
water storage capacity of
1,562 million cubic metres.
It will irrigate 97,000 hec-
tares of land and generate
1,476 million units of clean
hydropower. The Union
Home Minister said Delhi
will be the biggest benefici-
ary of the project.

Mr. Sukhu said Himachal
government’s efforts have
resulted in breaking the
eight-year-old deadlock re-
garding bearing the finan-
cial cost of the project.
“The previous State govern-
ment of Bharatiya Janata
Party had agreed to give
I800 crore as the State’s
share, which our govern-
ment refused in the interest
of the State, keeping in
view the limited resources,”
he told mediapersons.

He said Himachal would
suffer the greatest loss from
the project, as it is the
State’s population that will
be displaced, hence, asking
it to shoulder an additional
financial burden would the-

refore be unfair. The Chief
Minister added that the
State’s contribution to the
nation’s progress deserved
suitable compensation.

Delhi hails agreement
The Delhi Cabinet on Tues-
day passed a resolution ex-
pressing gratitude to the
Prime Minister, Home Mi-
nister and Union Jal Shakti
Minister following the
agreement. A statement is-
sued by the Chief Minister’s
Office said it would enable
Delhi to receive 109.9 mil-
lion cubic metres of water
per year, providing signifi-
cant support in meeting the
national capital’s drinking
water requirements.

16S9. Six States sign ‘historic’ pact to implement project worth ¥15,624 crore
on Tons river

B¢ TsAl A S A4t W 315,624 F3 Y IRATS1 o) w31 & v Wasfds wwsila
9T g1 e

e Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi and Rajasthan on Tuesday
signed an agreement for the implementation of the 422 MW Kishau multipurpose project,
to be built at an estimated cost of 15,624 crore.

TRATIST 9¢2T, gRAT0M, 3eR1ES, 30 Ue ¥, feooll 3R AT o HIGAR T 422 AIMETE Y
mmagmhmma?ma?ﬁvwa@ﬁ R gEaeR [, 9d 215,624 S
Y AT ST F TATAT ST |

e The project will come up on the Tons river along the Uttarakhand-Himachal Pradesh border.
g IR FeRTES-feATTe T&er HAT T T A6 IR T 11T 67 Areafi|

¢ In the presence of Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Union Jal Shakti Minister C. R. Patil,
the Chief Ministers of six States: Yogi Adityanath of Uttar Pradesh, Pushkar Singh Dhami of
Uttarakhand, Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu of Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan’s Bhajan Lal Sharma,
Rekha Gupta of Delhi and Nayab Singh Saini of Haryana signed the project agreement in
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New Delhi.

HrT 7 7N 3ifAe amg 3R A ST afera 7 . 3R e i sufRufa & sg usAt &
ACIATII—3R J& o ANt ATy, SoRras o qea] e amell, e weer & gafdey
e gFg, ToTEUTeT & sroter AT AT, feeelt T Y@ arear 3R g & s g dh— 75
feeelr & RIS THsia W gEaeR )

e Terming the agreement as “historic”’, Mr. Shah said that since Narendra Modi became the
Prime Minister, this is the tenth water dispute that is now set to be resolved.

wgﬁﬁafr“ﬂﬁ's'm”amﬁguaﬁangﬁmﬁ;aiamaasqmaﬁsﬁaaﬁ$ma€aﬂﬁm
Rarg &, ST 319 AT gist ST W &l

o The government of India will bear approximately 90% financial burden of the project, while the
remaining 10% will be borne by the participating States in accordance with a 1994
agreement.

HRA TIEHR TRANSTAT T 18T 90% Faelir IR g1 ahl, STafeh AW 10% HX 1994 & FHST

%Wmﬁﬁmﬁrucui GaRT ag<f fohar STeeT|

e A 232.6-metre-high concrete gravity dam will be constructed on the Tons with a water storage
capacity of 1,562 million cubic metres.

TR FET W 232.6 HeX 4T Sehre ATAET ater FA7ar SITUeT, fSehT STer HSRoT 87AdT 1,562
Ao uer Hex gl

o It will irrigate 97,000 hectares of land and generate 1,476 million units of clean hydropower.
Ig 97,000 FFAT A Y FAATE H¥am 31K 1,476 AT gfae Fawe Fafagga &1 3cure=t
|

e The Union Home Minister said Delhi will be the biggest beneficiary of the project.
HEIT T[g HAY o gl Toh Faeelt S8 TRAVSTAT hr HSH F81 Aot gref|

e Mr. Sukhu said Himachal government’s efforts have resulted in breaking the eight-year-old
deadlock regarding bearing the financial cost of the project.

A Gy = e o AT TWHER & FAT4 o IRUTHETET RIS T FIef g STt aget et

T RIHY el 31T T6T TS T T AT HATCT 37 &

o “The previous State government of Bharatiya Janata Party had agreed to give ¥800 crore as
the State’s share, which our government refused in the interest of the State, keeping in view
the limited resources,” he told mediapersons.

3egiel Af3IRATT & FgT, “HRAT SToraT I F SN T WMAR AT F A FTH
¥800 F3 = X HEATA cTad oy oY, mmwﬁmﬁamﬁaﬁwﬁwﬁg
T & e & R # =m”

e He said Himachal would suffer the greatest loss from the project, as it is the State’s
population that will be displaced, hence, asking it to shoulder an additional financial burden
would therefore be unfair.

3egial gl foh feATTel T 57 TRATSTAT & T AT THATA 8191, Flieh T T TS Y
faeenfad glar usam, gafere 39 W sifafRerd R iR stere 3igrd gm

e The Chief Minister added that the State’s contribution to the nation’s progress deserved
suitable compensation.

HEIHAT = gl o Isg Y Ya1fer & T F ANTET & fov ST F37rasi fn S @

Delhi hails agreement

feeelt & wosla &1 TawRra Far

e The Delhi Cabinet on Tuesday passed a resolution expressing gratitude to the Prime Minister,
Home Minister and Union Jal Shakti Minister following the agreement.
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A statement issued by the Chief Minister’s Office said it would enable Delhi to receive 109.9
million cubic metres of water per year, providing significant support in meeting the national
capital’s drinking water requirements.

HCIHAT AT SaRT ST Ueh ST 3 e IAT o Y el S Tict R 109.9 FAfarer e
HYeT aTelt 9T BY Fehetr, Forad TSERT TSTUTeA Y ATl HTaRIAF AT ! I A H Hgeaqur
ES O GIRECI

Kishau Multipurpose Project

The Kishau Multipurpose Project (KMP) is a major inter-State water-storage and
hydropower project proposed on the Tons River, an important tributary of the
Yamuna.

The dam site lies along the Uttarakhand—-Himachal Pradesh border in the Upper
Yamuna basin. On the Uttarakhand side, it is in Dehradun district; on the
Himachal Pradesh side, it is associated with Sirmaur (Sirmour) district.

Why is it called “Multipurpose”?

A multipurpose river project uses stored water for several purposes simultaneously.
Kishau is designed principally for irrigation, drinking-water supply, hydropower
generation and regulation of Yamuna flows.

Under the latest agreement announced on 15 September 2026, the project envisages a
232.6-metre-high concrete gravity dam on the Tons River, with storage capacity of
about 1,562 million cubic metres (MCM).

It is expected to provide irrigation benefits to about 97,000 hectares and generate
approximately 1,476 million units of hydropower annually.

Which States are involved?

The Upper Yamuna system concerns Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan and Delhi.

A major obstacle had been disagreement over sharing the project's costs and benefits.
In June 2026, the States reached a consensus under which Himachal Pradesh's share
of water would be allocated to Delhi and Rajasthan, while arrangements would be
made regarding the cost of Himachal Pradesh's share of the power component.

On 15 September 2026, the Chief Ministers of all six States signed the Kishau
Multipurpose Project agreement.

The project has been accorded National Project status; the Union government is
expected to bear about 90% of the financial burden, with the remaining
approximately 10% borne by participating States.
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NATO jets down drone which 16S9. NATO jets down drone which entered
entered Lithuanian airspace Lithuanian airspace .
NATO & orgTs faaATE o faryganfaan & gars a9 7

AT A T 1T S AR BPRrar

As of September 2026, the status of Lithuania, Poland
and Moldova is:

REUTERS

NATO fighter jets shot down a drone that entered Lithuanian
airspace overnight, officials said on Tuesday, the day after the head
of NATO said strikes close to its territory would only increase its
support for Ukraine. Authorities didn’t comment on the drone’s
origin, saying the incident needed further investigation. Ap

Country European Union (EU) EurozX?eea/ Eurg NATO Currency

Member — since||Member — since 29 March

Lithuania Member — since 1 May 2004 1 January 2015 |[2004

Euro (€)

Member — since 12 March ||Polish ztoty

Poland Member — since 1 May 2004 Not a member 1999 (PLN)
Not a member; EU candidate Not a member; NATO Moldovan
Moldova country with accession Not a member ||partner and constitutionally leu (MDL)
negotiations underway neutral
GS Paper Il: Polity 16 September 2026
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Meta to share child safety reports with govt. directly
T . othr U -based tch

NEW DELHI

Meta Platforms Inc., the
parent firm of Instagram
and Facebook, will share
child sexual abuse material
(CSAM) reports with In-
dian law enforcement in
addition to the U.S.-based
National Center for Missing
& Exploited Children
(NCMEC), the company
said on Tuesday.

Meta has been under
the scanner over reports
describing CSAM being
served in ads on Instagram
and Facebook.

Indian agencies have for
years already had access to
CSAM reports from Meta

16S9. Meta to share child safety reports with the govt. directly
Meta aTeT &1 RAIE FIHR & |1y Her |1 Hyan

nology companies, follow-
ing an MoU in 2019 bet-
ween the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB)
and NCMEC.

Now, the information
will be shared directly by
Meta with Indian agencies.
“As on 31.03.2024, more
than 69.05 lakh Cyber Tip-
line reports have been
shared with States/U.T.s
concerned,” Union Minis-
ter of Women and Child
Development Annpurna
Devi had told the Rajya
Sabha in 2024.

“Protecting children on
our platforms is a priority
for us and we are commit-
ted to working with the go-

N Meta

Meta has been under the scanner over reports describing CSAM
being served in ads on Instagram and Facebook. REUTERS

vernment to ensure that
the perpetrators of these
crimes are held responsi-
ble,” a Meta spokesperson
said in a statement.

“To collectively streng-
then our efforts to combat

this harm, Meta will now
report child safety matters
directly to the Cyber crime
portal managed by 14C,”
the spokesperson added,
referring to the Indian Cy-
bercrime  Coordination

Centre, under the Union
Home Ministry.

Meta has been scruti-
nised in recent weeks by
the Union government and
the National Commission
For Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) over news
reports describing CSAM
being served in ads on In-
stagram and Facebook.
The firm had then said that
while it screened all ads be-
ing posted by third parties
on its platform, some bad
actors were able to get

such  content posted
anyway.
The NCPCR has initiated

an investigation based on
an initial exchange of cor-
respondence with Meta.

e Meta Platforms Inc., the parent firm of Instagram and Facebook, will share child sexual
abuse material (CSAM) reports with Indian law enforcement in addition to the U.S.-based
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC), the company said on

Tuesday.
Instagram 3IX Facebook #I #el Fuel Meta Platforms Inc. & HITAR & &gl o a arer et

wor | (Child Sexual Abuse Material—CSAM) & TeTad RO AR FBYd National
Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC) & 31fciRerdl TRefRr FTefet FadleT Toifaal
o Ty T FTS S|

e  “To collectively strengthen our efforts to combat this harm, Meta will now report child safety
matters directly to the Cybercrime portal managed by 14C,” the spokesperson added, referring
to the Indian Cybercrime Coordination Centre, under the Union Home Ministry.

“FH IHR & JhaTe § fagea & 3r9a anifes TAmal H1 Asqd FI9 F fAT, Meta 3 aTer FRam
¥ wafta At Fr RaE @Y 14C g@rT yafta Cybercrime W& U FHAT,” TaardT o 31T g,
fSE# Indian Cybercrime Coordination Centre (14C) T T&s7 g, SIT Union Home Ministry &
HIId &

e Meta has been scrutinised in recent weeks by the Union government and the National

Commission For Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) over news reports describing CSAM
being served in ads on Instagram and Facebook.

8T & TTdTgl & Union government 3{iX National Commission For Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) gaRT Instagram 3iX Facebook W faaa=it 7 CSAM fG@re sirer aaelt
AR RAiet F T Meta $r sirar 1 318 &

GS Paper I11: Economy 16 September 2026
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16S9 | Govt. to ease MSME, start-up entry into R&D in defence

YRR T4TT 819 & MSME 3R Feré-319 & R&D # Tae T FarH qareah

16S9 | Decoding India’s GDP base revision

$TRA & GDP HTUR a¥ & TereT &) GHSAT

16S9 | Lessons from India’s smallholder farmers

AT & BIE g Ire frae & 99+

16S9 | The rise of industrial tourism in China

et 7 e adest #1387

16S9 | Amount pulled by foreign investors from govt. bonds in 3 days

3 foatt o faaeft fdreret gany ¥R aies & el or$ wfr

16S9 | Sensex tanks 778 points, Nifty closes at 5-month low

HJFH 778 3 qe1, FAwer 5 7 F faa T W g gan

16S9 | DFCs: the backbone of India’s logistics revolution

DFCs: $IRd &I difaieead Hifa 1 g

Merchants face 0.4% fee on
UPI payment above 32,000

The MDR charges will not be applicable to person-to-person transactions, small vendors; it will

take effect from October 15; Centre says banks advised to ensure fee is not passed on to customers

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

erchants will have
M to pay a charge of
0.4% on UPI tran-

sactions above ¥2,000
from October 15, the Na-
tional Payments Corpora-
tion of India said in a circu-
lar on Tuesday. The levy
will go to payment ecosys-
tem partners such as banks
and payment processors.

The charge, called Mer-
chant Discount Rate
(MDR), will not be applica-
ble to person-to-person
transactions and those
made to small vendors —
those receiving up to 1
lakh per month via UPI QR
codes under the Person-to-
Person Merchant (P2PM)
classification. All person-
to-merchant transactions
of up to ¥2,000 done on
UPI or through RuPay de-
bit cards will also be
exempt.

“For person-to-person
(P2P) transactions, there
will be no charges at all, ir-
respective of transaction
value,” the Finance Minis-
try said in a release, ad-

Charging ahead

The National Payments Corporation of India has introduced a

fee on UP| payments

u Mid-te-large = Exemptions: All person-tu-person {F2F)

rmerchants UPI transactions, UPl transactions ta small
to pay vendors, person-to-merchant transactions of
0.4 less than 2,000 per transaction done on UR]
MUR charge of RuPay debit cards

an UP| = Government says P2P
payments transactiens are 70%
above of the value of allUPI
iZ,OOQ transacticns

-
{ u Flat ¥5 MDR charge in
certain essential sectors

ding, “P2P transactions
constitute 37% of the total
UPI transactions in volume
terms and 70% in value
terms.”

In some sectors, such as
Railways, telecom, insu-
rance, fuel and agriculture
inputs, transactions over
2,000 will incur a flat
MDR of ¥5. “This flat-rate
model ensures cost stabili-
ty in critical public services
and thin-margin indus-
tries,” the Ministry said.

The Centre said banks
have been advised to en-
sure that merchants do not

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

pass on the MDR charges
to customers — a key con-
cern raised during discus-
sions on the matter in the
public domain.

The 0.4% charge will be
“shared amongst the pay-
ment ecosystem partners,
including banks and app
providers”. For transac-
tions of ¥75,000 and
above, the MDR will be
capped at ¥300 per tran-
saction.

Further, payments to-
wards “mutual funds, se-
curities, stock brokers, and
dealers” will attract an

MDR of 0.02%, capped at
3300, the Ministry said.

This reduced rate, it ex-
plained, was aimed at en-
couraging retail participa-
tion in formal financial
markets.

‘Self-sustainable’

“The new MDR framework
will make UPI self-sustaina-
ble, give incentives for
further expansion in rural
and semi-urban areas and
maintain competitiveness,
while ensuring that a large
majority of payments re-
main free of charge,” the
Finance Ministry said.

It added that its data
analysis showed that only
4% of merchant transac-
tions will be impacted by
the MDR introduction,
since most transactions fall
below the 2,000 thresh-
old or qualify under the ze-
ro-MDR P2PM framework.

Further, a dedicated
fund for promoting the use
of UPI by small merchants
will be set up using 5% of
the total MDR collections.

CONG. SLAMS MOVE
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16S9. Merchants face 0.4% fee on UPI payment above ¥2,000
%2,000 ¥ A= & UP| S[ITdTer I SATIIRAT T 0.4% Yo T gram

Merchants will have to pay a charge of 0.4% on UPI transactions above 2,000 from October
15, the National Payments Corporation of India said in a circular on Tuesday.

National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) & HITeIdR ! Teh IRIT H gl foh 15
37FEaR & SATIRET T 22,000 & 3T & UPI AeT-8eT 9T 0.4% Yok el garT|

The levy will go to payment ecosystem partners such as banks and payment processors.
Ig Yodh el IR AT THEFLOTHAIAT (Dayment processors) SI& §TaTclleT IR FEATRT o=
& HETERT I ITecT g1 |

The charge, called Merchant Discount Rate (MDR), will not be applicable to person-to-person
transactions and those made to small vendors — those receiving up to %1 lakh per month via
UPI QR codes under the Person-to-Person Merchant (P2PM) classification.

Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) Fgdllel aTell Ig oeh SATehl-H-cg e dlel-oef T BIC
Tashc3it &l FoRT ITT 3o $YITATAT WX o9 w761 g1, fS=¢ Person-to-Person Merchant (P2PM)
gafferioT & 39T UPI QR IS & AT § Ui A8 1 oG b IIod 8 &

All person-to-merchant transactions of up to ¥2,000 done on UPI or through RuPay debit
cards will also be exempt.

UPI IT RuPay 3fae &18 & Aregsr & T 31T 22,000 d & T3l cafara-O-camardy oieT-at of
[k § HFd 8|
“For person-to-person (P2P) transactions, there will be no charges at all, irrespective of

transaction value,” the Finance Ministry said in a release, adding, “P2P transactions constitute
37% of the total UPI transactions in volume terms and 70% in value terms.”

T #HATerT & Ueh far=iie # gl “afFa-Q-eqfFa (P2P) A-8oT I AT-3 & Hed Y IETe
fore forar 18 erea el 8o, 3R 311eY e, “ATAT & Weet F P2P A3t F¥ UPI AeT-S FT
37% qUT He & wee 7 70% §1”

In some sectors, such as Railways, telecom, insurance, fuel and agriculture inputs,
transactions over 32,000 will incur a flat MDR of 5.

Yord, EIEAR, 1T, $8+T 3R FT gAY I Fo &1 7 22,000 I 3178 o oleT-SeT T 5 T FAT
MDR 31|

“This flat-rate model ensures cost stability in critical public services and thin-margin
industries,” the Ministry said.

FATSTY 1 T, “Ig FoAT-IT AlSH AEdYUT HIeo feveh QATHT 3T FoT AMT-ATFSNT arer 3w &
anra e gfafaa Fxarg)”
The Centre said banks have been advised to ensure that merchants do not pass on the MDR

charges to customers — a key concern raised during discussions on the matter in the public
domain.

oy o gl Toh dehl hT Ig GiaATec et T Fellg &1 978 & T3 SATIRT MDR e ATEH! W o 3Tl
—ww%ww@aﬁmwﬁgéﬂﬁ?%méméwwﬁmzm

The 0.4% charge will be “shared amongst the payment ecosystem partners, including banks
and app providers”.

0.4% [eh T “sgarater IRFEYTAh T & smefiert, fSrerst I ik X9 yerar anfaer §, & fiw
|3 T Sreem|”

For transactions of 275,000 and above, the MDR will be capped at 300 per transaction.

75,000 3R 353 3170 & o-¢eT & folT MDR &Y 9T oie1-8oT 2300 Y rfshas @ar ds
AT T@r Sreer|

Further, payments towards “mutual funds, securities, stock brokers, and dealers” will attract
an MDR of 0.02%, capped at 300, the Ministry said.
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HATCIT & g foh sk AR, “Fggara %3, wfasfal, were st 3 Serl” &t fove arw
83T 9X 0.02% MDR 1313, fSraehy 31feehciat AT 3300 g1t |

e This reduced rate, it explained, was aimed at encouraging retail participation in formal
financial markets.

HATCIY & ST foh 38 F3 &1 T 3eed e T et & gewr smefierdt 1 dicafea

FLAT

‘Self-sustainable’

‘TR’

o “The new MDR framework will make UPI self-sustainable, give incentives for further
expansion in rural and semi-urban areas and maintain competitiveness, while ensuring that a
large majority of payments remain free of charge,” the Finance Ministry said.

T HATST o &hgT, “FIT MDR ST UP| FY 3TcATasiY aarean, amaor 3ilv aref-egd et & s9&
3R TR & fore gicame 23 aur yfaereiensar aame @, sefy g glakaa wm &

Tt seTaTeT e -AF A 17

e |t added that its data analysis showed that only 4% of merchant transactions will be impacted
by the MDR introduction, since most transactions fall below the 22,000 threshold or qualify
under the zero-MDR P2PM framework.

SHe 33T g foh 38 3iiarst & Fare@wor & I e & foh MDR @] 81t & sl 4% SATIRY ofed-
oot geTTar gia, ardifeh JrfRIehier olet-aeT 32,000 T HAT ¥ i) § AT eE-MDR P2PM &l &

Govt. to ease MSM|

5, start-up

entry into R&D in defence

T

NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday unveiled
a set of policy initiatives
aimed at lowering techni-
cal and financial barriers
for MSMEs and deep-tech
start-ups seeking to partici-
pate in defence research,
development and
manufacturing.

Unveiling the initiatives
at “VIMARSH 20267, a
DRDO-Industry ~ Synergy
Meet, Mr. Singh said the
collaboration between the
Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation
(DRDO) and industry
should extend beyond pro-
duction to the entire tech-
nology value chain, includ-
ing research, design,
testing, certification and
manufacturing. The new
framework provides for di-
rect funding, incubation
support and dedicated ac-
cess to DRDO testing facili-
ties for MSMEs and
start-ups.

A standardised and se-

Rajnath Singh

cure mechanism for shar-
ing DRDO-developed soft-
ware source codes with
licensed industries has also
been introduced to accel-
erate software-defined de-
fence capabilities and ad-
dress technology
obsolescence.

MoU exchange
Nine Licensing Agree-
ments for Transfer of Tech-
nology were handed over
to 13 manufacturing partn-
ers to facilitate commercial
production of advanced
defence systems.

Strategic MoUs were al-
so exchanged with the So-

ciety of Indian Defence Ma-
nufacturers and Laghu
Udyog Bharati to widen in-
dustry outreach and en-
courage greater participa-
tion from smaller
enterprises. The DRDO
signed a contract with the
Quality Council of India for
version 2.0 of the System
for Advanced Manufactur-
ing Assessment and Rat-
ing, aimed at benchmark-
ing the manufacturing
maturity of domestic de-
fence enterprises.

Mr. Singh said the go-
vernment’s measures, in-
cluding the Positive Indige-
nisation Lists, Make in
India, iDEX, ADITI and al-
location of 25% of the de-
fence R&D budget to the
private sector, had created
a broader ecosystem for
defence innovation.

“Companies that invest
in new and emerging tech-
nologies today will become
the leaders of tomorrow,”
he said, stressing that fu-
ture warfare would be
shaped by technological
superiority.

et 3T B

e Further, a dedicated fund for
promoting the use of UPI by small
merchants will be set up using 5% of
the total MDR collections.

UP| & 393197 &l §GIaT &of o ol Teh
AT FIv T fohar s,
fS&# T MDR @318 &7 5% 3919
T S|

16S9. Govt. to ease MSME,
start-up entry into R&D in
defence

TIFR T&T a9 & MSME 3R
FEE-HT & R&D H UJer HY
{pmam?ﬁ

o Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday unveiled a set of
policy initiatives aimed at lowering
technical and financial barriers for
MSMEs and deep-tech start-ups
seeking to participate in defence
research, development and
manufacturing.

T&T HAY TeTeTT AT o HAIreraR &r
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U T gl & Teh ATl T HATEROT fohdT, TSRt 3eded T&T areTaee, fasme 3k
fAfAHOT & 31197 ot & ST MSME 3R SI9-23% Fere-3r9 o [T ceheiieht val faeiiar amemait st

FH P

Unveiling the initiatives at “VIMARSH 2026, a DRDO-Industry Synergy Meet, Mr. Singh
said the collaboration between the Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) and industry should extend beyond production to the entire technology value chain,
including research, design, testing, certification and manufacturing.

DRDO-Industry Synergy Meet “VIMARSH 2026” # ST 9gall ahT 37eITaX 0T &l §'(“3ﬁﬁ|'%'?|
e o T8I HTHETeT Ta AT §raeT (DRDO) 31 31T & Sfier HgAleT 3cuTet & 37T q6eh
A fafarsTor anfer €1

The new framework provides for direct funding, incubation support and dedicated access to
DRDO testing facilities for MSMEs and start-ups.

T erar MSME 3R ¥eré-319 & farw werat famyor, gerargaers werar X DRDO #r wdtator
gt &% FAR qgT 1 T FIAT ¢
A standardised and secure mechanism for sharing DRDO-developed software source codes

with licensed industries has also been introduced to accelerate software-defined defence
capabilities and address technology obsolescence.

DRDO gaRT A fd AiFedax @ 15 FT sy TTod 3191 & 1Y AIST el & ol T
ATRIFT IR R o o & fomam ara &, anfen ArreaaR-afemie Tam avwranst # sl o S
T AR AT & TTeleT hr FATAT T FATUT hT ST Fah |

MoU exchange
AT AT (MoU) FT HTE-YeT

Nine Licensing Agreements for Transfer of Technology were handed over to 13
manufacturing partners to facilitate commercial production of advanced defence systems.

SeoTd W&l onfarl & anforfsae Scutes i Gore Seild & fov 13 fafaaior smofert
Weaifard gEaiawor & faw at adfir awsia @i v
The DRDO signed a contract with the Quality Council of India for version 2.0 of the System

for Advanced Manufacturing Assessment and Rating, aimed at benchmarking the
manufacturing maturity of domestic defence enterprises.

DRDO ¥ Quality Council of India & & System for Advanced Manufacturing
Assessment and Rating & HEH0T 2.0 & oI Teh 37e]eer TX §EATER TohT, TSIEehT 36823 eRe
&1 SegT i fafasTor aRYFaar T ATTHIHIOT U HedqTheT el |
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Decodin

hanging the GDP
base year is not
just about
changing how we
calculate economic growth.
1t can also change our
estimate of how large the
economy was in rupee
terms — what is known as
nominal GDP. When one
gets a better picture of the
economy through new data,
improved methods and
wider coverage, our
understanding of the
economy has to be
reviewed. Importantly, as
recognised in international
statistical practice, such
revisions do not necessarily
move in one direction: the
estimated size of the
economy can go up or
down, depending on what
new data, methods reveal.

With the recent base
revision of GDP, across the
three years for which both
series overlap, India’s
nominal GDP was revised
down by about 2.7% in
2022-23, 3.5% in 2023-24
and 3.8% during 2024-25.
However, India is not alone
in seeing nominal GDP
estimates change when the
GDP base is revised.
Rebasing exercises in
countries such as Nigeria
(2014), Indonesia (2014),
Brazil (2015), South Africa
(2018), Mexico (2019), China
(2021) and Spain (2024) all
resulted in revisions to
previously estimated
nominal GDP levels. India’s
earlier shift from base year
2004-05 to the 2011-12 also
changed the estimated size
of the economy. The
important question,
therefore, is not simply why
the number changed, but
what changed in our data or
methods which led to the
new number.

It is worthwhile to
mention that the Press
Release dated February 27,
2026 on the New GDP Series

India’s GDP base revision

Saibal
Chattopadhyay
Chairman, National

Statistical
Commission

Saurabh Garg

Secretary, Ministry of
Statistics and
Programme
Implementation

A major driver
of the revision
in nominal GDP
in the case of
India is the
improved
measurement of
India’s
unincorporated
services sector

with base year 202223 had
already indicated the
various methodological
improvements and updated
data sources which
contributed to revisions in
the nominal GDP, along
with a comparative table
indicating economic activity
wise revisions and the
reasons for such revisions.

Better evidence
Much of the media attention
has focused on the headline
downward revision in GDP,
while overlooking the
substantial upward revisions
in several sectors. A proper
assessment requires looking
at the sector-wise picture,
where the revisions are far
from uniform. Agriculture
and allied activities were
revised up by about
3.8%-5.9%, while financial
services and real estate,
professional services and
ownership of dwellings were
revised up by roughly
7.8%-9.0% over comparable
years. In contrast, trade and
transport and storage saw
sharp downward revisions
of around 23%-26%. Trade
GVA (Gross Value Added)
was revised downwards by
36%, road transport by
16.9%, whereas hotels and
restaurants’ GVA was
revised upwards by 5.7%,
mainly on account of the
revised estimates of the
unincorporated sector. In
the 2011-12 series, this sector
was estimated by moving
forward benchmark
estimates with proxy
indicators whereas in the
new series, ASUSE (Annual
Survey of Unincorporated
Sector Enterprises) and
PLFS (Periodic Labour
Force Survey) data provided
a more direct basis for
measurement of the
unincorporated sector.
Therefore, a major driver
of the revision in nominal
GDP in the case of India is

the improved measurement
of India’s unincorporated
services sector. The World
Bank’s April 2026 India
Development Update
similarly notes that India’s
nominal GDP was revised
down by 3-4% in each of the
four years from FY23,
mainly due to a
reassessment of the
informal economy. It also
notes that the revised series
shows quarterly growth
between FY 2023-24 to FY
2025-26 to be less volatile
and more broad-based than
previously estimated.
However, it has to be noted
that revisions in the
unincorporated sector have
not been uniformly revised
but vary sector to sector.
Moreover, India’s quarterly
and provisional GDP
estimates are built from the
previous year’s quarterly
figures and then updated
using information such as
GST collections and
industrial production. So,
when the FY 202223 GDP
estimate was revised under
the new methodology, the
change naturally carried
forward into the years that
followed and all subsequent
annual and quarterly
estimates moved down with
it. This does not mean the
economy suddenly became
smaller or slowed down in
those years; part of the
change reflects that we are
now starting the calculation
from a different,
better-measured number.
Ultimately, the new GDP
series should be judged not
by a single headline
revision, but by the effort to
make the measurement of
the Indian economy more
current. The real test of a
statistical system is not
whether its numbers remain
unchanged, but whether it
is willing to change them
when better evidence
becomes available.

16S9. Decoding India’s GDP base revision
$TRA & GDP 3R a¥  H2AEreT Y THSAT

e With the recent base revision of GDP, across the three years for which both series overlap,
India’s nominal GDP was revised down by about 2.7% in 2022-23, 3.5% in 2023-24 and 3.8%
during 2024-25.

GDP & g1ferar 3R a¥ WA & A1, Toiet ofieT af o foIw alit S[@e3it & 37hs 3Teled &,
37 T & ATHATT GDP T 2022-23 F o319 2.7%, 2023-24 F 3.5% 3iX 2024-25 & 3.8%
rar gaanfara far |

e India’s earlier shift from base year 2004-05 to the 2011-12 also changed the estimated size of
the economy.
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R H SHY Ugel 2004-05 F YR a¥ & 2011-12 & MR ¥ H deolld of 37 37cgaTam &
3T AT TR T el e |

Agriculture and allied activities were revised up by about 3.8%—5.9%, while financial services
and real estate, professional services and ownership of dwellings were revised up by roughly
7.8%—9.0% over comparable years.

T 3R Ferey ATt & 3rTATHT 7 T 3.8%-5.9% BT J&& I §U FRME feba ara,
Srafes i damait stk Rrer weee, saraafs dansit aur srarw & warfaed & o avf &
SRTeT TS 7.8%~9.0% T &8 Xt U TRlreraT faham ara|

In contrast, trade and transport and storage saw sharp downward revisions of around 23%—
26%.

% AU, SR 94T IRage 3T HSROT 3 918797 23%—26% ¥ g FIRTae & Trer d@riverst
TohaT I |

Trade GVA (Gross Value Added) was revised downwards by 36%, road transport by 16.9%,
whereas hotels and restaurants’ GVA was revised upwards by 5.7%, mainly on account of the
revised estimates of the unincorporated sector.

SATIR GVA (WFel Hed aftid) # 36% ol AT & A1 RereT FohaT a13T, Hseh TRl # 16.9%
Y T T IS, STafeh gl AR IEA & GVA F 5.7% 1 J&for & @y HMereT foham ar, et

HE HRUT FHATS &1 (unincorporated sector) & M 3HefHT A

In the 2011-12 series, this sector was estimated by moving forward benchmark estimates with
proxy indicators whereas in the new series, ASUSE (Annual Survey of Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises) and PLFS (Periodic Labour Force Survey) data provided a more direct basis for
measurement of the unincorporated sector.

2011-12 1 Sl H $H &1 T AT G Hharshl (proxy indicators) & AEIH § TuHh
3TTHATEAT T 37T TG ST SATCT AT, STdfeh o7 4@ell # ASUSE (Annual Survey of
Unincorporated Sector Enterprises) 3iR PLFS (Periodic Labour Force Survey) & 3iTehsr
o1 IS &1 & AT o Tolu T TeTeT IMUR Tele fohdT|

Therefore, a major driver of the revision in nominal GDP in the case of India is the improved
measurement of India’s unincorporated services sector.

3afAT, IR & HHe H AHATT GDP & M T Teh TG HRUT R o HHIMTST Aam & &
AT ATIA ! AT I FohelT &

This does not mean the economy suddenly became smaller or slowed down in those years;
part of the change reflects that we are now starting the calculation from a different, better-
measured number.

ST 37 TE 161 & foh 37 AU 3 ITIHTEAT 31TeTeh BICT 81 975 AT 38T g o et g a1, 57
SCoTd T Ueh foEHT $H T2 1 ST & Toh 31 G IT0TAT hT Q37T Teh Jrerar R Aga aldik &
AT TS FEAT H IR B
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Lessons from India’s smallholder farmers

he world of finance, technology, India’s experience is
“development” markets, land, water and compelling because it has
often seems short - relevant infrastructure. built much of the ecosystem
of convincing Climate change is adding needed to make those
answers. Conflict, climate pressure through less connections work through
stress, food insecurity, predictable rainfall, rising government bodies, NGOs,
entrenched poverty, and Marc de . temperatures, and private enterprises, the Agri
fiscal pressure are exposing Sousa-Shields weakening soils. But these Stack digital public
the limits of old models. IFAD Country Director, realities make India’s infrastructure, institutions
There is wisdom in India experience all the more such as NABARD, self-help
starting with things as they valuable, because they show | groups, farmer producer
are, which is where serious why rural transformation organisations, cooperatives
development must begin — cannot depend on isolated and micro, small and
with honest evidence, projects alone. medium enterprises.
practical experience, and The lesson is simple but Together, they help
results that hold up. By that important: no single smallholders access
test, some of the most intervention is enough. services, finance and
useful lessons for rural Roads, irrigation, power and | markets, while digital tools
development may be digital connectivity matter, improve efficiency and
coming, not from donor but they only change lives accountability. The new
strategies, but from India’s when farmers can organise IFAD-India eight-year
smallholder farmers. into collectives that give strategy, launched in May
Across rural India, them real bargaining power, | this year, is aligned with
farmers, women’s groups, access to finance and India’s Viksit Bharat@2047
producer organisations, and technology, and the ability vision and built around
rural enterprises are to reach markets and build strengthening that
showing that smallholder viable food enterprises. architecture.
agriculture can move India is an important
beyond poverty and Redefining development voice in the Global South’s
subsistence towards This is visible in rural development
prosperity through programmes financed by conversation, and that voice
organisation, commercial the International Fund for is increasingly taking on a
opportunity, and resilience Agricultural Development broader leadership role. In
at scale. While the story is (IFAD), a specialised UN the spirit of Vasudhaiva
not finished, it is one of the agency and long-standing Kutumbakam, India’s rural
most important partner of India. Examples experience becomes a
development stories of our from nearly five decades of shared resource for the
time because India is the IFAD-India partnership wider family of nations. As
showing, in ways few include self-help groups the only international
countries have matched at accessing commercial credit | financial institution devoted
scale, that even in in Maharashtra, which to rural transformation,
resource-constrained support thousands of with a presence in 92
contexts, rural enterprising rural women; a | countries, and many more
transformation can be hub-and-spoke economic as part of the wider UN
practical, inclusive and development model in system, the IFAD is how
commercially serious. Meghalaya; youth- and India’s lessons travel beyond
India’s approaches are not women-led farmer producer | its borders. This does not
perfect, but they are among organisation enterprises in mean India’s models can be
the most impressive — Uttarakhand; copied exactly. What can
combining infrastructure, climate-resilient Zau travel are the principles —
enterprise development, farming in Mizoram which build strong local
skills, finance, and market protects the environment as | institutions, connect them
access in increasingly well as traditional to markets and finance,
commercial ways that can India is an communities; and engaging | invest in rural enterprises,
de]}i;fer results l-f; ]lscale. important voice with the ycéu;ag mle in use ldlglwrl_l syste(Ts
remgnv.eggzﬂclholg:f < in [he‘ Global Lm:;?gg their ?niz]lhl%s{:ieif?nc{;i;g
farmers — at the first mileof | South’s rural entrepreneurial spirit, in women and youth, as
our food systems — continue | development order to unlock the region’s | economic actors rather than
to face unequal access to conversation vast agricultural potential. passive beneficiaries.

16S9. Lessons from India’s smallholder farmers

T & B SId are fFaEE ¥ gaa

o The world of “development” often seems short of convincing answers.

‘R 1 gferar 7 3R feaas 3aRt &1 3rea fewrs &ar &1
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Conflict, climate stress, food insecurity, entrenched poverty, and fiscal pressure are exposing
the limits of old models.

FI 3ARR A B &

There is wisdom in starting with things as they are, which is where serious development must
begin — with honest evidence, practical experience, and results that hold up.

aredfaeh TRTEATIT & YB3 el H FHASERY &, 3R JeT A 780 fashrar v 317 v
IMRT—SHFER WIed, AT Hs1a 3R feahrs aRomai & @

By that test, some of the most useful lessons for rural development may be coming, not from
donor strategies, but from India’s smallholder farmers.

38 FHAlEr ), ArHior fFRT & T Ho Fod 3uAR0 Fae erar-IoEnfaat & e, dfedh R &
B AT arer FramEAt O AT W/

Across rural India, farmers, women’s groups, producer organisations, and rural enterprises
are showing that smallholder agriculture can move beyond poverty and subsistence towards
prosperity through organisation, commercial opportunity, and resilience at scale.

IR AT AR F e, ARG T, ScUeF Heroe AR AT 35IH Ig TR T @ & T
BIE SN aTell F HeTow, AT HTE HR AT9F FA W Fdleed & AEGH 6T 3R
forateg-3menRa Shaet & 3T gt Tagefer it 30X 3T Hehell o

While the story is not finished, it is one of the most important development stories of our time
because India is showing, in ways few countries have matched at scale, that even in
resource-constrained contexts, rural transformation can be practical, inclusive and
commercially serious.

gTeilieh 78 SgTetl 310 U 78T g% ¥, TR o1 21 68N T e o1 Ty HgeaqoT farehry amvemmait 37 &
T &, Fifh 9IRT I8 YeiRid X T ¢ o gamea-dfaa aRfegfawt & s amedor aRada
AT, FATARM IR AU €7 & Fg &l TehclT &, msaﬁas‘wwﬁwagﬁwa%ﬁ
o e fia o &1

India’s approaches are not perfect, but they are among the most impressive— combining
infrastructure, enterprise development, skills, finance, and market access in increasingly
commercial ways that can deliver results at scale.

TR & GTSCHIOT Ut Tl &, ket & T TeaRTe GfEHIOT 3 anfIe §—ger qferamdy afe,
Se# fasr, Hlerer, e 3 1ol oo TET Y e §U ATTHTAS ! A ST ATE, S 13
TR 9T aROMA S Tt B |

However, challenges remain.

gTeiifeh, geftforall aoft €% &1

Smallholder farmers — at the first mile of our food systems — continue to face unequal
access to finance, technology, markets, land, water and relevant infrastructure.

BIE FAIa arer fFare—ai gAY WTe onfart & gUd 8K W —31 o fa, Wiefaedy, e,
9, STer IR ITaeT FIAATE S Th 3FHHIT Tg HT HHAT Y W &

Climate change is adding pressure through less predictable rainfall, rising temperatures, and
weakening soils.

STeraTyg qRactT S TATA TN, Tl ATIATT IR HHIR gicll FHCEr & ATETH U &aT1d 9T gl
gl

But these realities make India’s experience all the more valuable, because they show why
rural transformation cannot depend on isolated projects alone.

Qfehel & AREATdRATS HRCT oh 37T87d I 3R 81 31Teeh FHegaTe aarell &, Fifeh 3 g2l § &
FTAToT IREde hael HeET-37e9T TRATSTATIT IR AR 16T 3§ FoheT|

The lesson is simple but important: no single intervention is enough.

e T olfehe] Hgeaqul §: FI§ Tahel gEARTT gATed 781 51
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Roads, irrigation, power and digital connectivity matter, but they only change lives when
farmers can organise into collectives that give them real bargaining power, access to finance
and technology, and the ability to reach markets and build viable food enterprises.

w5, RS, el 3k Rited FaFefad Fecaypl €, v a a3 Shaer ¥ areatas aRade
Tl 8 ST ot 08 AR Harsail & Harfod gl Teh Sif 3o¢ areciideh Aer-a7a $Y afra, faer
3R Sle@AHY T Tg, TAT STSIRT T TG IR UG WieF IeFA T P Y 47T

T HY|

Redefining development

s &1 gerd R e

This is visible in programmes financed by the International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD), a specialised UN agency and long-standing partner of India.

IE 91 International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) &aRT faaaifd wRIshAT 7
fers & &, St TgeFar g &Y v Reifigra woieh 3R SR i Seeifords H8ier g

Examples from nearly five decades of the IFAD-India partnership include self-help groups
accessing commercial credit in Maharashtra, which support thousands of enterprising rural
women; a hub-and-spoke economic development model in Meghalaya; youth- and women-led
farmer producer organisation enterprises in Uttarakhand; climate-resilient Zau farming in
Mizoram which protects the environment as well as traditional communities; and engaging
with the young people in Jammu and Kashmir, harnessing their entrepreneurial spirit, in order
to unlock the region’s vast agricultural potential.

ST YT G2t T IFAD-HRA WIHAEGHY & 3STeX0N 7 HRISE H FaF HEIAT HHET GaNT
aﬁmwﬁq@,ﬁmmﬁammﬁaﬁmmmﬁmﬁ
F9-US-FIF TS Rieprwr aAtser; 3aN@s # Farsit 3R ARGt & dqea aror fran seaes
Here+ 357, TASINA # Srerarg-ereielt Zau F, S TATEROT & HI-HY TRANE FHGAT 6T
&I &Y §; AT STEH-HLHAR F A3 A 5 IoTeht Segerelier HTa T 3TN AT, clifen &1
1 el T &THaT AT AR foaT ST &, iR §

India’s experience is compelling because it has built much of the ecosystem needed to make
those connections work through government bodies, NGOs, private enterprises, the Agri
Stack digital public infrastructure, institutions such as NABARD, self-help groups, farmer
producer organisations, cooperatives and micro, small and medium enterprises.

T T 37eT81d HEca Ul & Fiich 3HeT 3oT HeLIT T THTET Teiled & foIT arezren wRfPafashr a
T Teh 3T [ TR foiehral, NGOs, forslt 3ga# T, Agri Stack fBfsee wrdafae srawv=n,
NABARD S €T3, T3 T THE!, Thdlel 3culeeh Harasit, HeehRT AfATaAt aur g,
oY 3 7ETH 35FAT (MSMES) & At & AfAd fmar g

Together, they help smallholders access services, finance and markets, while digital tools
improve efficiency and accountability.

AT fART, A BIE ST arel fohart 1 Farsit, fw 3 STy oo 9g sl & Tl A &,
ST e f3forea sartor gatar iR STaTeeEr 3 guR Fd 8

The new IFAD-India eight-year strategy, launched in May this year, is aligned with India’s
Viksit Bharat@2047 vision and built around strengthening that architecture.

38 aY 7S H Y &1 1S 775 IFAD-India HTS-auffar 0T 1Rl & Viksit Bharat@2047 st &
37TRY ¢ 3R S TAT o HAGT el oh 36- T ATHT Fr 78 B

India is an important voice in the Global South’s rural development conversation, and that
voice is increasingly taking on a broader leadership role.

HRA Global South & FTetor faera waef faeret 7 v FHgcaqut 3rmare ¢ 3R g Jmarsr -4
eIk 19 AefeashY S{fAFT fovem T 8l
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e In the spirit of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, India’s rural experience becomes a shared resource
for the wider family of nations.

YT FFaha hl AT &, R T ATHNVT 3T TS & g1 IRAR & foIw veh g
HETE &7 ST & |

e As the only international financial institution devoted to rural transformation, with a presence
in 92 countries, and many more as part of the wider UN system, the IFAD is how India’s
lessons travel beyond its borders.

IFAD, St ATeoT aREce o foT HATTT Tehars sarsdr fadia aeam § 3 92 def A Ale &,
Hmwﬁgwwwﬁra:mwﬁa%ma%ﬁamﬁq@m%,am?rama-cﬁras‘r
3qehT QAT | IR T T HETH |

e This does not mean India’s models can be copied exactly.

ST 318 T AL & T 81T o AlSel T g wichel I ST Fehel g

e What can travel are the principles — build strong local institutions, connect them to markets
and finance, invest in rural enterprises, use digital systems intelligently, and treat
smallholders, including women and youth, as economic actors rather than passive
beneficiaries.

S ST 3T 9ATS ST Hhcll 8, 3 § FAGUTa—AST TAHT HEATHT 1 FATOT 36T, 3¢

TR AR forer & S, ameftor sezrat & faer s, 3fee yonfet & gefwmrgdes suer
YT 3R AT TUT FA3T g BIE AN arer Tl 1 AR ementiat & song anfdw
HATIAT H T H G|

The rise of industrial tourism

in China

These tours showcase industrial capability while presenting STEM as a sustainable career option

WORLD INSIGHT

Anand P. Krishnan

hina’s factory floors have turned
out to be sought after
destinations during summer

vacation this year. There has
been a visible rise in tours to hi-tech
manufacturing facilities like electric
vehicles, electronics, and high-speed
trains, with shipyards and breweries also
in the mix. According to a popular
Chinese online travel booking platform,
Tongcheng, bookings for factory tours
rose more than 36 per cent year-on-year
during this summer season, with families
accounting for 68 per cent of bookings.

A growing phenomenon
These tours are part of the growing

phenomenon of industrial tourism - a

policy initiative actively promoted by the
ruling Communist Party-state. The state
seeks to make them an instrument for
showcasing industrial capability,
strengthening industrial brands, and
educating young people about
technology. According to Beijing city’s
municipal bureau, in 2024, the city had 15
million industrial tourists and generated
1.7 billion yuan ($248 million) in revenue.
The origins of China’s industrial
tourism dates back to the 1990s when
industrial enterprises like breweries,
dairy farms and petrochemicals sought to
use tourism for building better consumer
relationships. The central government
built on the local experiments to
standardise locations, and in 2004,
officially designated 306 sites across
China under the national industrial and
agricultural tourism rubric. In addition,
the Communist Party of China has also
emphasised on preserving industrial

heritage sites, especially in the
revolutionary base areas during their
conflict with Japanese forces as well as the
Kuomintang in the civil war before the
establishment of the People’s Republic in
1949. This convergence of revolutionary
and industrial heritage provides the
foundation for the promotion of
industrial tourism in advanced
technology sectors over the last decade.
In May this year, a joint document
issued by seven departments including
the Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of
Industry and Information Technology and
Ministry of Education, explicitly called for
expanding the supply of industrial
tourism products, promoting more
factory tours, activating industrial
museums, and turning more
manufacturing facilities into tourist
destinations. This cross-departmental
policy makes promotion of industrial
tourism systematic and widens the scope

16S9. Therise of industrial tourism in China

et 7 e wdies #1357

into areas such as aerospace, robotics,
e-commerce, and logistics, where China
has been expanding its capabilities. The
policy integrates industrial heritage,
cultural tourism, education and
consumption. Local governments too
have joined in, crafting policies suited to
their jurisdictions. For instance, the city
of Beijing has made plans to integrate its
tech hubs into tourism routes to open up
robotics factories and autonomous
vehicle labs for public viewing.

While the main intention of these tours
is to showcase innovation and
manufacturing prowess to instil national
pride, attention has also been given to the
future. The tours are platforms to spark
interest in STEM as a sustainable career
option ameng the youth. The growing
participation of urban middle-class
families in these tours attests to this point.
Universities across China have been
expanding the number of programmes
and enrolments in Artificial Intelligence,
robotics, semiconductors and other
engineering fields, which has also been
underlined in the 15th Five-Year Plan.

By combining tours with research and
consumption, companies are able to
promote their brands while creating new
revenue streams. For example, the tours
of Xiaomi's facilities are in high demand,
with slots highly priced and allotted
through lottery. The factory tours help
companies connect better with

consumers. From testing new products to
visiting a showroom, the immersive
experience builds stronger emotional
connection with the brands. Apart from
the domestic footfalls, foreign investors,
executives and technology professionals
are participating in such tours, to observe
China’s industrial transformation.

A lesson for India

India may not be at the same scale as
China in terms of industrial
manufacturing and advanced facilities.
However, there is space to experiment
and diversify the country’s tourism
experience to include firms in both public
and private sectors. While industrial visits
and internships for students are part of
technical, engineering curricula, it would
be worthwhile to make large-scale
factories and production facilities open to
public visits.

‘While the Indian government
prioritises the ‘Make in India’ initiative to
boost the country’s manufacturing
ambitions, it could select some industrial
hubs for tourism and promote them
under ‘Learn in India’. Building industrial
tourism circuits in States with higher
number of manufacturing zones - like
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Gujarat - is
another idea worth experimenting.
(Anand P. Krishnan is a Fellow at Centre of
Excellence for Himalayan Studies, Shiv
Nadar Institution of Eminence, Delhi NCR)

e China’s factory floors have turned out to be sought after destinations during summer vacation

this year.

5T Y INSHPTONT 31T & ST Vel & FRETEAT F FcqTesT TRAT Aleh o0 Tt TUell & F

H3IME
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There has been a visible rise in tours to hi-tech manufacturing facilities like electric vehicles,
electronics, and high-speed trains, with shipyards and breweries also in the mix.

gafdeH argal, gaciiaay AR gr5-TdIs AT Sl STer-iegfavehr fafasor giaensit & aki &
Wa@ﬁ?g’é’% ST RIgars 31 aRE 999 & FREE (breweries) &Y iR &1

According to a popular Chinese online travel booking platform, Tongcheng, bookings for
factory tours rose more than 36 per cent year-on-year during this summer season, with
families accounting for 68 per cent of bookings.

Teh Cleh o HieT 3fieTeligeT AT iehaT Colehiel Tongcheng & 3eT8R, S8 ASHebTNT AlFH &
PREIAT GRT T FioheT # q8-e3-aF 36 Tfaerd & 3fers $i gefir g, forasT TRanrt Hr fexdert 68
gferera T

A growing phenomenon

el g

These tours are part of the growing phenomenon of industrial tourism — a policy initiative
actively promoted by the ruling Communist Party-state.

A R TociT g5 3ile@fArs qiest i gy 1 e §—veh Tl fifeera gee o wree
HEYfeIee Yo SaRT ishd &9 & FordT fear 511 &7 &

The state seeks to make them an instrument for showcasing industrial capability,
strengthening industrial brands, and educating young people about technology.

T 3o¢ e avara wefdia #3=1, Jiieafre wist #t A F 3ik ganit #t v
& IR # RfET A & AU & T F 39307 T IR ¢

According to Beijing city’s municipal bureau, in 2024, the city had 15 million industrial tourists
and generated 1.7 billion yuan ($248 million) in revenue.

SITSIIT QTER o AIRUTToIehT ST o 3TAR, 2024 H 6T H 1.5 FU3 i@ farF qdes 3w 3ik
SEH 1.7 37 1T (248 fafaaa ster) T TSTET ST 3T

The origins of China’s industrial tourism dates back to the 1990s when industrial enterprises
like breweries, dairy farms and petrochemicals sought to use tourism for building better
consumer relationships.

e 7 SAe@TAE qeat T LeHTT 1990 & & A %, 516 I A a1 HR@IA1, 377 BrAf
3R S TAE seTAl S e ufasest o 3UHiEAnsi & @Y Sgak H9Y g & forw
AT T ITINIT et T 9T fhar|

The central government built on the local experiments to standardise locations, and in 2004,
officially designated 306 sites across China under the national industrial and agricultural
tourism rubric.

e BIHR o FATAT T o TR I FL A bt Al T 3R 2004 7 X =it 7 306 Tyl
I JHTRHTNS &9 § W 3t A R wdfea & siqeta a1fad

In addition, the Communist Party of China has also emphasised on preserving industrial
heritage sites, especially in the revolutionary base areas during their conflict with Japanese
forces as well as the Kuomintang in the civil war before the establishment of the People’s
Republic in 1949.

gH% AfaRed, Communist Party of China = 3itg@fre favraa vy« & aator o3 off IR fear
&, AT 3T shifapil 3TUR &13T H ST 1949 3 People’s Republic &7 TATIT ¥ Ugel ST
QATHT & AT HOY TAUT I[EFe H Kuomintang & AT HaY & aR1eT Hgeaqol @ U

This convergence of revolutionary and industrial heritage provides the foundation for the
promotion of industrial tourism in advanced technology sectors over the last decade.

wifasrY 3R 3eA e Rma #1398 TAa7 Rod gs 7 3edd T &t 7 sigfs
g FY TGTET A I IR STl HIAT & |
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In May this year, a joint document issued by seven departments including the Ministry of
Tourism, Ministry of Industry and Information Technology and Ministry of Education, explicitly
called for expanding the supply of industrial tourism products, promoting more factory tours,
activating industrial museums, and turning more manufacturing facilities into tourist
destinations.

9 Y A H Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of Industry and Information Technology a4t
Ministry of Education &fgl H1et fastmeT SanT SRy Ueh HgFd aFardsl # T &9 F iteafas
vdee 3carel i Amgfel TgTe, e FR@TET GRi 1 Fgrar &4, i@ warererat Ft wfva
Tt 3R rfer fafastor gRst wt ades vyl # aeae 1 3near fhar o

This cross-departmental policy makes promotion of industrial tourism systematic and widens
the scope into areas such as aerospace, robotics, e-commerce, and logistics, where China
has been expanding its capabilities.

Ig 3rar-Tameia A e fares Tiest Y Serar &7 Hr 9fhaT Ft cyafeyd Fard & 3R sue
ERRT TR, Aafeaw, S 3R Affofeeaw o el des faeda el &, STel et 319s1r
TFAT3T T FITAR T W&

The policy integrates industrial heritage, cultural tourism, education and consumption.

Ig S st Rvraa, aegfas gdea, R sit sqeer 1 vhiemd a3 8|

Local governments too have joined in, crafting policies suited to their jurisdictions.

TR TN A7 ST TR 81 978 § 3R 3e-379) 31 R-a1a & 31679 AT IR T W
gl

For instance, the city of Beijing has made plans to integrate its tech hubs into tourism routes
to open up robotics factories and autonomous vehicle labs for public viewing.

3ET1g0T & AT, Beijing AT o 3UeT T oW I GhCH AN H Tehlehel dhiat &l AISTeATC §=115 &,
arfes NafeeFw FREET 3T T a1EeT TARMRATATHT T 37T SAdT S 3delieheT & [T Wiell ST
|

While the main intention of these tours is to showcase innovation and manufacturing prowess
to instil national pride, attention has also been given to the future.

51 GRT T 7EY 3eced darar AR RAfAAor arsrar 1 yeRid e Usdrr ik 6 e edeat
FLAT &, AfeheT 9iasT W1 off eare fer s g

The tours are platforms to spark interest in STEM as a sustainable career option among the
youth.

q R Fansit & i STEM &1 Ueh ez SRAR [dehed & & & 3 3ol il & HT &

The growing participation of urban middle-class families in these tours attests to this point.
o1 aRT & ergdt Fega-gafty aRant #r agdt sefierY 33 a1 i gite < B

Universities across China have been expanding the number of programmes and enrolments

in Artificial Intelligence, robotics, semiconductors and other engineering fields, which has also
been underlined in the 15th Five-Year Plan.

W =T & faeafaererat # Artificial Intelligence, robotics, semiconductors 3 3+
engineering fields & T FHRAHAT 3R ATHRT HT HEAT 15 T T &, 719 15th Five-Year
Plan & #f Y@iferd fram s g1

By combining tours with research and consumption, companies are able to promote their
brands while creating new revenue streams.

aRT T AT 3R 3TN & Y S5 HUTAIT AT TET B ol el &b TI-HY A
SISt Y JQTaT oot 7 HATH 2

For example, the tours of Xiaomi’s facilities are in high demand, with slots highly priced and
allotted through lottery.

3ETeR0T & AT, Xiaomi i glaemait & aR 1 ey HiaT 8, TSieteh Feile T e Hohy 3ift § 3R
AT 3TTdcsT ey & ATETH W fhaT STaT &
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The factory tours help companies connect better with consumers.
FRATAT &R HUfAAT T ITMTFart & Y dga G TR F 7 T IdT Fd g |

From testing new products to visiting a showroom, the immersive experience builds stronger
emotional connection with the brands.

T 3cUTal T GLETOT el H e AEH ST ek, TE TedaT I gl 3reqera s7isi o A1y
37T AT HATTcHe SJoTd TATIS F

Apart from the domestic footfalls, foreign investors, executives and technology professionals
are participating in such tours, to observe China’s industrial transformation.

B Tdeeh & 37errar, el ders, s 3t deafady deaw off e & siteafars aRadsr
T 37Tl et & fAT W ERT H ART I W &

A lesson for India
AT & AU v e

India may not be at the same scale as China in terms of industrial manufacturing and
advanced facilities.

ieTaren fATAHTOT AR 3eetal Glaenmsit & AT & HR Hordd: Hie & AT TR WAL &
However, there is space to experiment and diversify the country’s tourism experience to
include firms in both public and private sectors.

BT, &1 & Tieat Jregra # R 3R RATAraT ot 1 weiee st &, vt adefor 3k
it XY &Y= Y Fuferat Y enfder fRar s Thar 8

While industrial visits and internships for students are part of technical, engineering curricula,
it would be worthwhile to make large-scale factories and production facilities open to public
visits.

Il ol & fov sitefrF s#or 3R $efT aohsiihr va Nfaaier daasmaAr & feear g,
T o1 913 YA o HRATET 3R Seureer FrAnait Y e Starar & #Hor & fv @erer 3o
gl

While the Indian government prioritises the ‘Make in India’ initiative to boost the country’s
manufacturing ambitions, it could select some industrial hubs for tourism and promote them
under ‘Learn in India’.

STafeh 9RT TIHR U i AT FAgcaramien3i i gerar & & faT ‘Make in India’ 98 &1
I el 8, 7€ $O A AF Fgl 1 Theet & T ToTehe 3¢ ‘Learn in India’ & el
Jerar g Teohdr gl

Building industrial tourism circuits in States with higher number of manufacturing zones — like
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Gujarat — is another idea worth experimenting.

affreres, FgRTSE 3R T S 3T Hear F fafaAor et arer Teat 7 steafE wiew
gfhe AR Taa FT T 37 0ar f9ar & forass arer gaieT foham i aehdr g

Industrial tourism means opening factories, manufacturing plants, technology
laboratories and industrial heritage sites to visitors so they can see how products
and technologies are developed.

In China, visits to EV factories, electronics plants, high-speed-train facilities,
shipyards and breweries are increasingly becoming tourist experiences.
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Amount pulled by
foreign investors from

giovt. bonds in 3 days
5.109.21:

foreign portfolio investors (FPI) pulled
nearly ¥5,109.21 crore in the last three
days from government securities under the
fully accessible route (FAR), due to global
uncertainty. FPI investment in government
securities under FAR stood at ¥366,806.286
crore as on Tuesday. rmi

16S9. Amount pulled by foreign investors from govt.
bonds in 3 days

3 o= # fadel frdrershl qamr WY afes & farerelt ar$ wrfar
Foreign Portfolio Investor (FPI)

e A Foreign Portfolio Investor is an eligible foreign
investor registered under the SEBI (Foreign Portfolio Investors)
Regulations, 2019 that invests in Indian financial assets such as
shares, bonds and government securities.

e This distinguishes FPI from FDI:

e FDI — relatively long-term investment with significant
business interest/control.

FPI — investment in financial securities, generally without management control.
e Because portfolio investments can be bought and sold relatively easily, FPI flows can
be more sensitive to interest rates, exchange rates and global risk conditions.

Fully Accessible Route (FAR)

e The Fully Accessible Route is an RBI framework that allows non-resident investors
to invest in specified Government of India securities without being subject to the
usual investment ceilings applicable to foreign investment in government

securities.

e If the RBI designates a particular Government of India bond as eligible under FAR,
an eligible foreign investor can purchase it without the normal aggregate foreign-
investment limit that applies under other routes.

¢ Importantly, FAR does not mean every Indian government security is
automatically unrestricted.

e ltapplies to securities specifically designated as eligible under the framework.

e SEBI also recognises a category of Government-Securities-only FPIs, including
those investing exclusively in government securities through FAR.

e FAR can broaden the investor base for government borrowing, deepen India's
bond market and facilitate greater participation by global investors.

e At the same time, larger foreign holdings can increase sensitivity to global capital

movements.

Aluminium
production by China

in August 2026
GS lil: Economy

in million metric tons.

3 98 China’s aluminium
® production hit a

record high in August, data showed on
Tuesday, as strong margins encouraged
smelters to maximise output. Qutput by
the top aluminium producer increased
from just below 3.9 millien tons in July and
was close to the previous monthly high of
3.979 million tons recorded in June. pm

16S9. Aluminium production by China in August 2026
3TEd 2026 A <ot gaRT veIfATATH FT Jeurea

e China’s aluminium production hit a record high in August, data
showed on Tuesday, as strong margins encouraged smelters to
maximise output.

HITIAR T ST 31TehsT & Tl Tell o 39Ted et 1 ey fAfas
Seqret RIS 3o T IR I I, FIfh FT ae Aol o T
I 3cdTee TAhdd FXal o felT Tearied fohar|

e Output by the top aluminium producer increased from just
below 3.9 million tons in July and was close to the previous monthly
high of 3.979 million tons recorded in June.
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il & W I3 T fATAIH IeUIGH 1 Sculee SJolls & oraretar 3.9 FAfeer &1 & v aram 31k
ST got fobT 97T ool 1Ak 37 FaX 3.979 fAfeRe & & e g ara|

Aluminium Producing Countries

Based on the latest USGS data, the broad ranking is:

]RankH Country HApprox. annual primary aluminium production\
]1 HChina H~44—45 million tonnes \
2 |india |~4.2 million tonnes |
3  |Russia |~3.8-4.0 million tonnes |
4 |Canada |~3.3 million tonnes |

|

5 ||United Arab Emirates (UAE)|~2.7 million tonnes

China is overwhelmingly the world's largest producer, while India is the second-largest
producer of primary aluminium. USGS records India's primary aluminium output at about
4.16 million tonnes in 2024.

Primary Aluminium-Producing States in India

| Rank / State

| Important primary aluminium smelters

| Major producer

1 Odisha Jharsuguda, Angul, Aditya (Lapanga), || Vedanta, NALCO,
' Hirakud Hindalco
2. Chhattisgarh Korba gALCO (Vedanta
roup)
3. Madhya . , _
Pradesh Mahan, Singrauli Hindalco
| 4. Uttar Pradesh || Renukoot, Sonbhadra | Hindalco
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DFCs: the backbone of India’s logistics revolution

NEWS ANALYSIS

tive to boost port-led deve-
lopment harnessing India’s
extensive coastline and na-

provide the critical first-
and last-mile connectivity
linking factories, ware-

across the value chain,
from cheaper raw mate-
rials to competitive down-

Santosh V. Perumal vigable waterways, which  houses, markets and ports.  stream manufacturing.
include 12 major ports and

India’s multi-billion-dollar 200 non-major ports. Cost aspects Global experiences

PM GatiShakti project, akin Sagarmalaand the DFCs  India’s logistics costs — his-  The European Union's

to national multimodal are not separate silos but  torically higher thaninma-  Trans-European Transport

freight grids in the U.S., Eu-
rope or China, got a shot in
the arm with the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor
(WDFC) coming into
operation.

India has effectively

s ;
Infra boost: The Western Dedicated Freight Corridor (WDFC),

two hemispheres of the
same logistics architecture.
Sagarmala comprises 294
rail and road projects, of
which 84 (63 rail and 21
road) have been completed
and 66 (27 and 39) are un-

ny manufacturing econo-
mies — were estimated at
7.97% of GDP in 2023-24, or
about ¥24.01 lakh crore. A
DPIT-NCAER study found
the average freight cost
was about ¥1.96/tonne-km

Network (TEN-T), the clos-
est comparable model, is a
multimodal network inte-
grating railways, roads, in-
land waterways, short-sea
shipping, ports, airports
and terminals. The Rhine-

completed a 2,843-km-  virtually inaugurated by PMr Narendra Modi. pTi der implementation.  forrail, ¥11.03 forroad,and ~ Alpine Corridor, linking
long dedicated freight rail Another 144 (42 and 102)  ¥1.80 for waterways. Shift-  the North Sea ports of Rot-
backbone, comprising the  tial databases and project tory utilisation, better port  are in the planning stage. ing long-haul freight from  terdam and Antwerp with
1,506-km WDFC from Da- information — providing productivity, and a stron- To strengthen portled road to DFC rail can pro-  Genoa in Italy through ma-

dri to JNPT and the 1,337-
km Eastern DFC (EDFC)
from Ludhiana to Sonna-
gar — a structural transfor-

multimodal connectivity
infrastructure to various
economic zones. A total of
58 Central Ministries/De-

ger competitive edge for
Indian goods.

Beyond the WDFC and
EDFC, the Railways have

industrialisation, it has al-
ready identified 14 indus-
trial projects valued at
355,737 crore, of which

duce huge unit transport-
cost savings, benefiting key
stakeholders.

jor industrial regions,
bears similarities to the
WDFC, which connects
NPT, Mundra, Kandla, Pi-

mation of India’s logistics partments and all 36 identified three corridors nine are complete. Be- Sectors set to gain pavav and Hazira with in-
architecture, whose multi-  States/UTs have been on-  for detailed project report ~ sides, more than 8,000 Engineering, automobiles dustrial corridors, high-
plier effect will be visible boarded, with about (DPR) examination: the acreof major-portlandhas and auto components ways, logistics parks,

through job creation and
regional development.

The WDFC connects the
northern manufacturing

22,000 data layers inte-
grated. The Network Plan-
ning Group already eval-
uated 352 infrastructure

East Coast Corridor from
Kharagpur to Vijayawada;
the East-West corridor co-
vering Palghar-Bhusawal-

been utilised for industrial-
isation, generating sizeable
direct and indirect jobs, as
per Ministry of Ports, Ship-

stand to benefit as the
WDFC traverses some of
India’s most important ma-
nufacturing regions in Ha-

inland terminals and coas-
tal shipping. The U.S. oper-
ates a vast multimodal
freight network connect-

and consumption belt with  projects worth ¥6.1 lakh  Nagpur-Kharagpur-Danku-  ping and Waterways data. ryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat ing ports, manufacturing
India’s principal container  crore, of which 201 have ni and the Rajkharsawan- Inthe case ofthe WDFC,  and Maharashtra. centres, farms, mines, ci-
gateway, JNPT. Its ability to  been sanctioned and 167  Kalipahari-Andal route; though JNPT is the south- Faster, more predictable  ties and  distribution
run longer, heavier and areunderimplementation. and North-South Vijayawa-  ern terminus, its economic ~ movement of finished veh-  centres, now reinforced by
double-stack  container da-Nagpur-Itarsi corridor. impact  extends far icles, components, ma- its 2026 National Freight
trains substantially raises Role of DFCs The Union Budget 2026-  beyond. Dedicated links chinery and industrial in-  Strategic Plan under the
freight productivity. DFCs have created addi- 27 gave the East-West pro- and logistics terminals  puts should cut inventory  National Multimodal
The Dadri;JNPT journey  tional paths on the conven-  position a stronger policy  should efficiently connect needs and boost supply-  Freight Network concept.

is expected to cut to 58
hours from about 66, while
the corridor creates dedi-
cated capacity insulated
from the operational con-
flicts between passenger

tional network by diverting
freight traffic. The Railways
reported that DFC traffic
rose from an average of 247
trains a day in 2023-24 to
443 in August 2026. The

push, identifying about
2,052-km  Dankuni-Surat
DFC traversing Jharkhand,
Bihar, Odisha and Maha-
rashtra. If implemented, it
is likely to create a second

the corridor with Mundra,
Kandla, Pipavav, Hazira
and, eventually, Vadhavan.

The Sagarmala project
has identified port connec-
tivity as the central priori-

chain reliability. For auto-
mobile exporters in the
NCR-Gujarat-Maharashtra
axis, the corridor offers a
particular advantage: con-
tainers and finished vehi-

China maybe the most
relevant comparison: like
India, it has a vast geogra-
phy, a large manufacturing
base and a strong State role
in infrastructure. Its 2030

and freight trains on con- WDFC alone carried 210  east-west freight spinelink-  ty, including DFC connec-  cles can move reliably to-  plan eyes boosting inter-
ventional routes. trains a day — 88% of its ca-  ing mineral and industrial  tions to western ports. wards western ports modal connections at
The WDFC comes about  pacity — even before full heartland to Gujarats Reflecting the transfor-  without competing for ca-  about 1,000 major freight

three years after the EDFC
came into full operation.
The two operational corri-

commissioning, releasing
capacity for passenger and
additional freight services

ports and manufacturing
base. The economics of
new corridors will be test-

mational pace of India’s in-
frastructure development,
the WDFC has the poten-

pacity with passenger
trains. The corridor’s in-
fluence extends to textiles,

hubs and terminals while
boosting coastal, border
and river transport.

dors, which serve as eco-  on conventional lines. edrigorously as land acqui-  tial to evolve from a Delhi-  apparel, chemicals and

nomic arteries, have com- The force multiplier sition, environmental clea-  Mumbai rail corridorintoa  consumer goods, sectors Next steps

plementary roles: the DFCs are expected to trig-  rances, financing,  North-West India maritime  in which Rajasthan, Harya-  Last-mile  connectivity,

EDFC strengthens the min-  ger productivity enhance-  interoperability, mainte- trade corridor. na, Gujarat and Maharash-  port evacuation, terminal

eralindustrial axis, while ment across the value nance and technelogical This shift from trunk traare major hubs. capacity,  warehousing,

the WDFC strengthens ma-  chain: lower working-capi-  upgrading turn increasing-  connectivity to terminal Gujarat’s petrochemical — road interfaces and cus-

nufacturing-export axis. tal needs, better inventory-  ly important. linkage calls for greater in-  belt, together with ports toms can’t be the weak
to-sales ratios, reduced vestment in port-rail inte- such as JNPT, Mundra, links. India’s logistics

What is GatiShakti? road congestion, fuel con-  Greater opportunities gration, multimodal logis-  Kandla and Hazira, stands  transformation will be

Launched in 2021, PM Gat-  sumption and emissions, The bigger opportunity tics parks and industrial tobenefit from high-capac-  measured not by how fasta

iShakti is a GIS-based na-
tional plan - incorporating
satellite imagery, geospa-

greater export reliability, a
larger market radius for
manufacturers, higher fac-

lies in the fusion of these
corridors with Sagarmala,
the flagship national initia-

clusters. Bharatmala’s eco-
nomie corridors, express-
ways and feeder routes

ity rail evacuation. Stron-
ger portrail connectivity
creates a multiplier effect

16S9. DFCs: the backbone of India’s logistics revolution

DFCs: #Rd #I difeiiecaq wita 1 i

India’s multi-billion-dollar PM GatiShakti project, akin to national multimodal freight grids

train can move but by how
fast the entire system
moves.

in the U.S., Europe or China, got a shot in the arm with the Western Dedicated Freight
Corridor (WDFC) coming into operation.

#IT Y TE-3X STeR ATl PM GatiShakti IREVSTT, St 3AReT, 09 a1 et & T 7g-
Aigel AT goit$ f3rs & TAT §, T Western Dedicated Freight Corridor (WDFC) & qiTelel
37T | HgeaquT I fAel |

¢ India has effectively completed a 2,843-km long dedicated freight rail backbone, comprising
the 1,506-km WDFC from Dadri to JNPT and the 1,337 km Eastern DFC (EDFC) from
Ludhiana to Sonnagar — a structural transformation of India’s logistics architecture, whose
multiplier effect will be visible through job creation and regional development.

R = FeTrdl & & 2,843 foalt oielt gl wrer gonns Yo S5 O e o &, oresd amgdr & INPT
a® 1,506 el a1 WDFC 3R framar & Siaear a% 1,337 farelt ofar Eastern DFC (EDFC)
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ATAT §—TE AR o AMATTCFH Bia T AAATcHS IRET &, [STHhT 0T THT USTINR Folel
3R ey faere & ameTs | fe@rs ¢am|

The WDFC connects the northern manufacturing and consumption belt with India’s principal
container gateway, JNPT.

WDFC 3adT fRafaafor 3t 3usiier & 1 7R & 997 e A1ed, INPT, & 5T ¢

Its ability to run longer, heavier and double-stack container trains substantially raises freight
productivity.
oIelY, 3178 IR aTell 3R STeT-F&F HEAT AT bl Tcllol hT GHEhT STHAT HIST Golls T ScaTGehdT 3

SeolEe i g el 81

The Dadri-JNPT journey is expected to cut to 58 hours from about 66, while the corridor
creates dedicated capacity insulated from the operational conflicts between passenger and
freight trains on conventional routes.

SEA-INPT AT T THIT ST 66 B¢ & TTH 58 BT glel 1 3FHIG &, ST Tg ISR TA
FATET &TAAT IR AT & S IRURe Al @) I AR Arcrenfsat & fi= gl arer aRkarere
THIET § HFA

The WDFC comes about three years after the EDFC came into full operation.

WDFC, EDFC o 0T aiRaTelet 3 31TeY o S1aTaiaT cftet I¥ aTq [® 3T ¢

The two operational corridors, which serve as economic arteries, have complementary roles:
the EDFC strengthens the mineral-industrial axis, while the WDFC strengthens
manufacturing-export axis.

T ywforat & &0 & R el drel 37 Al TRl SNSRI 1 fASIT GTeh 82 EDFC
fersr- 3@ ¢t & #Tea a3 8, Stafeh WDFC fafasior-fafe ¢t 1 Ao axarg|

What is GatiShakti?
GatiShakti &1 &7

Launched in 2021, PM GatiShakti is a GIS-based national plan — incorporating satellite
imagery, geospatial databases and project information — providing multimodal connectivity
infrastructure to various economic zones.

2021 # Y& FI 1S PM GatiShakti Teh GIS-TUTRE T Frefel1 §—ISTeat 39r¢ =, of-
Faifaes Seey 3R IRASTT Gat Sy %nﬁﬂ%—wﬁfﬁﬁraﬁmﬂﬁaﬁa@ﬁgﬂ
FATFTIE ITETTAT Yl FT &

A total of 58 Central Ministries/Departments and all 36 States/UTs have been onboarded, with
about 22,000 data layers integrated.

Fof 58 ey FATera/Ryser 3 Wl 36 Te/ e werwr sEH AR o 57 Ik § AT
TSI 22,000 ST ATH T Tehlephel fohalm I |

The Network Planning Group already evaluated 352 infrastructure projects worth ¥16.1 lakh
crore, of which 201 have been sanctioned and 167 are under implementation.

Network Planning Group & 31el T ¥16.1 A& U5 Hed 1 352 Fforare arar IRt &1
Hedrehat fhaT g, [SieTel & 201 Y H &1 511 A & 3R 167 FrAteagareia g

Role of DFCs
DFCs ¥ sifaret

DFCs have created additional paths on the conventional network by diverting freight traffic.
DFCs & #ATeT JTATATd &l TATATARA leh IRUNF I seds 9T AfaRed AR a7ddar dar Hr 81

The Railways reported that DFC traffic rose from an average of 247 trains a day in 2023-24 to
443 in August 2026.
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efd & 37eTER, DFC ITARITT 2023-24 3 YT fee 3AceT 247 T & gt 39TEd 2026 3 443
&t T qg |
The WDFC alone carried 210 trains a day — 88% of its capacity — even before full

commissioning, releasing capacity for passenger and additional freight services on
conventional lines.

qoT ShAeTfeAeT & Tgel & WDFC & 3t gfaifereT 210 &t o1 elteret fohar—sit gaehT 88% &1t
%-WWWWWWWWWW}ﬁ%WWW@

The force multiplier
zlvracran‘q'

DFCs are expected to trigger productivity enhancement across the value chain: lower
working-capital needs, better inventory-to-sales ratios, reduced road congestion, fuel
consumption and emissions, greater export reliability, a larger market radius for
manufacturers, higher factory utilisation, better port productivity, and a stronger competitive
edge for Indian goods.

DFCs & T Hed A@ell H ScUTeehdl aga 1 371G ¢ Fraefier $oit it F1 sraeashan, gl
Fedcl-Hed AU, W5F W & &g, §ua Y F7 gua AR 3cweie, It Regweia e,
T3t & forT 9371 a9IR &1, FREE! 1 ATAF &THd1-3TAAGT, SgaT TE9NE 3cuTeHar i
R g3t & fAw 3 weraE farrdicns aeal

Beyond the WDFC and EDFC, the Railways have identified three corridors for detailed project
report (DPR) examination: the East Coast Corridor from Kharagpur to Vijayawada; the East-
West corridor covering Palghar-Bhusawal-Nagpur-Kharagpur-Dankuni and the
Rajkharsawan-Kalipahari-Andal route; and North-South Vijayawada-Nagpur-Itarsi corridor.

WDFC 3R EDFC & 3tefraT, Yoid o faeqa afasren Ralé (DPR) & qdiator & forw ofiet sifeRi
T ggTel Y §: @SIYY & fasrgarst d= East Coast Corridor; Palghar-Bhusawal-Nagpur-
Kharagpur-Dankuni dT Rajkharsawan-Kalipahari-Andal AT &7 enffel #s arelr East-
West Corridor; 3 North-South Vijayawada-Nagpur-Itarsi Corridor|

The Union Budget 2026-27 gave the East-West proposition a stronger policy push, identifying
about 2,052-km Dankuni-Surat DFC traversing Jharkhand, Bihar, Odisha and Maharashtra.

Union Budget 2026-27 & East-West S¥dTd ol 38 Holgd wifcard Sicares f&dm 3R sIRa@s,
R, 33 U FERTSE § BT R arer oraTster 2,052 faRelt & Dankuni-Surat DFC #T

g I

If implemented, it is likely to create a second east-west freight spine linking mineral and
industrial heartland to Gujarat’s ports and manufacturing base.

e 58 o] FohaT ST &, o W Teh ga@dt qa-URaH ATl ol g setel T Heraa1r &, St @evsr
vq 3AAF Feaeye I ORI & detemet 3R At TR & Sisa

The economics of new corridors will be tested rigorously as land acquisition, environmental
clearances, financing, interoperability, maintenance and technological upgrading turn
increasingly important.

T hIRESRT hT T SqaETIAT T HORAT T TRI&TOT FohaT ST, Frifeh s1fdr Jrferargor,
RO FS{RET, fadyor, sfaR-Hare g (interoperability), T@R@TE 3R a@ed seerae

Al & HgcaqoT 81 ST &

Greater opportunities
3T IIF JTET

The bigger opportunity lies in the fusion of these corridors with Sagarmala, the flagship
national initiative to boost port-led development harnessing India’s extensive coastline and
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navigable waterways, which include 12 major ports and 200 non-major ports.

ST AHT S AR ST WERHATAT, 3T HR T Faw] T dTe@n R FAereg STerAreit s 3uier
ngm-mmﬁaméﬁmwmw, & 1Y Tehlehel it H TATRed
¢, A 12 Y@ FeTa1Te 3R 200 R-y7@ demme AfHe &

Sagarmala and the DFCs are not separate silos but two hemispheres of the same logistics
architecture.

HRATAT 3 DFCs 37e3T-37e79T SAGEUTT AT &, dfod Ueh & dAiforfecaFd GXg«T & & foed &

Sagarmala comprises 294 rail and road projects, of which 84 (63 rail and 21 road) have been
completed and 66 (27 and 39) are under implementation.

FIERATET 7 294 Yo 3R w5 aRATa? 2nfirer €, 517 & 84 (63 Yo7 3R 21 &5ah) g 81 I
g aur 66 (27 3R 39) FRATTATATENT & |

Another 144 (42 and 102) are in the planning stage.

31T 144 IRASAT (42 3o 31 102 %) AT & WoT H £

To strengthen port-led industrialisation, it has already identified 14 industrial projects valued
at ¥55,737 crore, of which nine are complete.

TEaTTE- 3T 3iteAefeor 1 AT HYE & foIT S8 Tl &7 55,737 FIS Hed #I 14
3MeATIren aRESTAT3 T Tgae i g, =T & =t g g gehr g |

~

Besides, more than 8,000 acre of major-port land has been utilised for industrialisation,
generating sizeable direct and indirect jobs, as per Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways
data.

g8 3TeTdT, 8,000 T3 W HT&F ToT@ Fea1Te $1f 1 3ie@Iefeior & ferw 3uzher fhar arang,
ST grewret 3R 3vceT &9 & e ASHIR FIoid g &, ST o deag, e IRaee AR
STAAT FATAT F 31Thsl A IdT Tl g

In the case of the WDFC, though JNPT is the southern terminus, its economic impact extends
far beyond.

WDFC & H#Ee &, Ieai INPT guT afaron sifaer f8ig 8, oferet saenr 3midies wsma @@ et
3 e fAEqa ¥

Dedicated links and logistics terminals should efficiently connect the corridor with Mundra,
Kandla, Pipavav, Hazira and, eventually, Vadhavan.

AT dush AT 3R diffesa effieel o1 sa arfoam &1 Har, Hiser, doram, g ik
3icTcT: TGl § FRAGAIh SiIsaT AT

The Sagarmala project has identified port connectivity as the central priority, including DFC
connections to western ports.

WRRATeN TREASTAT ¥ §E3TT8 T el WA THhdT & &9 7 Rfeed frar 8, forgs afash
SRl & DFC 9 o enfarer §1

Reflecting the transformational pace of India’s infrastructure development, the WDFC has the
potential to evolve from a Delhi-Mumbai rail corridor into a North-West India maritime trade
corridor.

R o AT AR T TRATARRY AT T G2t §T, WDFC # feroel-a15% ¥t Tferar &
T A gl 3a-aRRes SIRa & TR AR aIfeaR 7 Seore T sTHdT B |

This shift from trunk connectivity to terminal linkage calls for greater investment in port-rail
integration, multimodal logistics parks and industrial clusters.

#Ey uRaga Tud A effae ud A1 3R 30 S5olTd & AT setee-Yer ThieoT, ag-ATeas
dAlfofeead I 31X 3T Fereei 7 317 oaer T smaegsdr gl

Bharatmala’s economic corridors, expressways and feeder routes provide the critical first and
last-mile connectivity linking factories, warehouses, markets and ports.

IRTATAT F 3N TR, TFavwa 3R Bt ARt FREE!, MerEt, SR 3R sewemg i
SiTgel dTell AgcaqUT HEE-AF A ARC-ABA FaAfae el JaTel Hld g
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Cost aspects
AT ol age

India’s logistics costs — historically higher than in many manufacturing economies — were
estimated at 7.97% of GDP in 2023-24, or about ¥24.01 lakh crore.

R T SN ecFH ARTad—Si g e &9 & 3eien fafarsor srdeaaeunsit 1 Joer # sfew
€T §—2023-24 H GDP & 7.97%, 31UTcl 1318191 324.01 oG I3, TeTATIIcl hT 1S 2|

A DPIIT-NCAER study found the average freight cost was about %1.96/tonne-km for rail,
%11.03 for road, and %1.80 for waterways.

DPIIT-NCAER & T& e+l & TN 91T foh 3 ATl Goll$ o Yo o foIT ofareqar 21.96/a-
freft, g5 & farw 211.03 3R STe@mEit & faw 21.80 o

Shifting long-haul freight from road to DFC rail can produce huge unit transport cost savings,
benefiting key stakeholders.

ST g1 & ATl IR I TS A DFC IeT T 3R TATAART ¥et ¥ Tict 518 GRaget ofrered #
ST T 81 el &, TSI 9o TReTerRent ht ofret g1ar |

Sectors set to gain

ATsTIiead gt arel &

Engineering, automobiles and auto components stand to benefit as the WDFC traverses
some of India’s most important manufacturing regions in Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat and
Maharashtra.

gohfaraRar, sifetatarger 3T 3ifer Fulde &iF arenfead gl @1 fFufa # €, Fife WDFC
gRATOT, ISTEUT, IR IR HGRTSE & R & F& T Fgea ot fafaaor 8 & glept Jorar
el

Faster, more predictable movement of finished vehicles, components, machinery and
industrial inputs should cut inventory needs and boost supply chain reliability.

IR arget, e, el 3 sl saqe 1 At 3 31 YaTaaa areel @ seaedl
Y ITARTRAT e glelt MRV A Igfet e HiY Rreaweiigar se=it a1fgv]

For automobile exporters in the NCR-Gujarat-Maharashtra axis, the corridor offers a particular
advantage: containers and finished vehicles can move reliably towards western ports without
competing for capacity with passenger trains.

NCR-I[SIRId-HERTSE 37aT H HicTAaTgel et & forT I8 IR faRIy oeT Fetel e &:
FealX 3R TIR arget uftasdt seamel T 3R faea@ei & & §57 57 Tohd! &, foear Iy ¢t &
1Y &7 & forw gfaeget fFo|

The corridor’s influence extends to textiles, apparel, chemicals and consumer goods, sectors
in which Rajasthan, Haryana, Gujarat and Maharashtra are major hubs.

5 IR T T I, TR, T AR Ssierar aeq3it e faeqa ¢, o= & &
TSTEYT, §RATOT, JoRId 3R AGRISE TG he; 81

Guijarat’s petrochemical belt, together with ports such as JNPT, Mundra, Kandla and Hazira,
stands to benefit from high-capacity rail evacuation.

INPT, HgT, HigeT 3R §RT S FeIMMET & 1Y IORId & YK [AFHeT Io< Hl ST-THT drell
Tt TR & 19 giel 1 THTaeTT

Stronger port-rail connectivity creates a multiplier effect across the value chain, from cheaper
raw materials to competitive downstream manufacturing.

WW—Q?W&F&*’{@WJ&;UM THTT 3cee] hdl &, FoTad TET hed AT F o]
gfaeadt sEaegie RfasTor o ot fHear g
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Global experiences

3R repera

e The European Union’s Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T), the closest comparable
model, is a multimodal network integrating railways, roads, inland waterways, short-sea
shipping, ports, airports and terminals.

T He FT Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) #e& fehed® ol AlS ¢,
e ATl SE-ATETH IREg Aeash &

e The Rhine Alpine Corridor, linking the North Sea ports of Rotterdam and Antwerp with Genoa
in Italy through major industrial regions, bears similarities to the WDFC, which connects
JNPT, Mundra, Kandla, Pipavav and Hazira with industrial corridors, highways, logistics
parks, inland terminals and coastal shipping.

Rhine Alpine Corridor, Sit 98 3l &¥31 & ATeIs & 3o APN & UXSH 3R veay
SCTITET T ST & SIS H SASAT §, WDFC 3 HAIeT §; WDFC INPT, HgT, Hiser, darara 3ix
TART I AT ITTRIRT, TSTATI, Al TecHd 1, JAGT TfAsial JR I Alag &
ST gl

e The U.S. operates a vast multimodal freight network connecting ports, manufacturing centres,
farms, mines, cities and distribution centres, now reinforced by its 2026 National Freight
Strategic Plan under the National Multimodal Freight Network concept.

AT deTeel, TAfAHATOT dhgl, ST At Trel, A 3R FAI0T Shal T SiIset arell Teh faemmer
qg-AIH AT IRGgd steas TaTfoald aXdr g, T8 3@ National Multimodal Freight Network
T YR o el 38 2026 National Freight Strategic Plan gaRT 3R #eTed foram arar

gl

e China may be the most relevant comparison: like India, it has a vast geography, a large
manufacturing base and a strong State role in infrastructure.

e ATIe; T TR Jofell TEIl I §: 3R T e, T [2rrel sfonioreh faedr, a1
TATTATOT TR 3 et 7 T Y Aot AR &

e Its 2030 plan eyes boosting intermodal connections at about 1,000 major freight hubs and
terminals while boosting coastal, border and river transport.

3HHT 2030 FISTAT T GG FIH1T 1,000 THE AT goirs Fal iR efieral o gexalsa qud i
ST ST AT A, WAT-UR 3R ALY IRegeT T HoTqd e 8

Next steps

3T HEH

e Last-mile connectivity, port evacuation, terminal capacity, warehousing, road interfaces and
customs can’t be the weak links.

FHSR HISAT 8T & Fhd |

¢ India’s logistics transformation will be measured not by how fast a train can move but by how
fast the entire system moves.

R & AfSITEcHd TR T 3Thelel 3T TR WX AGT [hAT ST fF IS ¢oT fordell doil &
el Fhell §, Thoeh 38 MUR 9T faHar Sreen i qft yomrely Rrasit it & wenfor gid 81

Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFCs)
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What are Dedicated Freight Corridors?

Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFCs) are high-capacity railway corridors built primarily for
freight trains, separating goods traffic from passenger trains.

This addresses a major problem of conventional railways: passenger and freight trains compete
for the same tracks, causing delays and limiting capacity.

India has effectively created a 2,843-km freight backbone consisting of the 1,506-km
Western DFC (WDFC), Dadri—-JNPT, and the 1,337-km Eastern DFC (EDFC), Ludhiana—
Sonnagar.

WDFC — Manufacturing—export axis, connecting northern industrial regions with western
ports.

EDFC — Mineral-industrial axis, supporting movement of coal, minerals and industrial
freight.

WDFC can accommodate longer, heavier and double-stack container trains, improving
freight productivity.

How do DFCs benefit ordinary railways?

Imagine a two-lane road carrying buses and heavy trucks. Trucks slow buses, while buses
constrain truck movement. Building a separate truck highway improves movement on both
roads.

DFCs work similarly.

Shifting freight trains onto dedicated tracks releases conventional railway capacity for
passenger as well as remaining freight services.

DFC traffic increased from an average 247 trains/day in 2023-24 to 443 trains/day in August
2026.

Economic Multiplier Effect

DFCs can reduce transport time and logistics costs, producing benefits throughout the supply
chain.

Suppose an automobile manufacturer in Haryana exports cars through a western port.

Faster and predictable freight movement means the manufacturer needs to keep less inventory
in warehouses, has less working capital locked up, and can deliver exports more reliably.
Thus:

Faster freight — Lower inventory — Lower working-capital requirement — Lower
production cost — Greater export competitiveness.

DFCs can also reduce road congestion, fuel consumption and emissions, improve factory
utilisation and increase port productivity.

Connection with PM GatiShakti

Launched in 2021, PM GatiShakti provides a GIS-based digital platform for integrated
multimodal infrastructure planning, combining geospatial information and project data.

The article reports 58 Central Ministries/Departments, all 36 States/UTs and around 22 000
data layers integrated into the platform.

Therefore, DFCs should not be viewed as isolated railway projects. They become more valuable |
when integrated with highways, ports, waterways, warehouses, industrial corridors and

Pager
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logistics parks.

DFC + Sagarmala + Bharatmala

DFC — High-capacity railway freight backbone.

Sagarmala — Port-led development and port connectivity.

Bharatmala — Highways/economic corridors and first- and last-mile road connectivity.
Together, these can create a multimodal logistics network connecting:

Factory — Road/Feeder — DFC — Port — Global Market.

The article particularly emphasises integrating WDFC with western ports such as INPT,
Mundra, Kandla, Pipavav and Hazira.

Why are DFCs economically important?

The article cites logistics costs of about 7.97% of GDP in 2023-24, or approximately ¥24.01
lakh crore.

It also cites average freight costs of around ¥1.96 per tonne-km by rail, ¥11.03 by road and
%1.80 by waterways. Hence, shifting suitable long-distance freight from road to rail can
generate significant savings.

Industries likely to benefit include automobiles, engineering, textiles, chemicals,
petrochemicals and consumer goods, particularly across Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat and
Maharashtra.

Future Corridors and Challenges

The article identifies proposals including the East Coast, East-West and North-South
corridors.

It also notes a policy push in Union Budget 2026-27 towards an approximately 2,052-km
Dankuni-Surat DFC proposition.

However, future expansion must address land acquisition, environmental clearances,
financing, interoperability, maintenance and technological upgrading.

Most importantly, constructing the main railway corridor alone is insufficient. Warehousing,
terminals, customs, port evacuation and first/last-mile connectivity must function
efficiently.

GS Paper Il1: Science and Technology | 16 September 2026
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Peak water: a flow U-turn

Reuters

he Himalaya are approaching a
T tipping point as glaciers melt

faster than a decade ago,
threatening water security as the region
approaches “peak water by
mid-century, according to a study
released this month.

The findings come after the collapse
of a Himalayan glacier in late August
along the Nepal-Tibet border, which
caused cascading landslides and flash
floods in the valleys below. At least 1,300
people have been confirmed dead and
more than 5,300 are missing across
Nepal and China’s Tibet region.

As glaciers retreat, they are leaving
behind unstable glacial lakes held back
by little more than loose rock and ice,
above valleys where millions of people
live, the study found.

Peak water is the point in time when
river flows stop rising and start
declining. It is expected to have
profound implications for water security.
As the Himalaya underpin more than
20% of India’s GDP, the region makes up
a key piece of the country’s national
economic infrastructure, upon which
hundreds of millions of people depend.

The study was produced by Systemig,
a sustainability advisory firm, together
with the Integrated Mountain Initiative,
the International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development, and India’s G.B.
Pant National Institute of Himalayan
Environment.

Tibetan peak: Snow-covered peaks of the
Himalaya are visible in Shigatse, Tibet
Autonomous Region, China. REUTERS

Himalayan glacier mass loss had
accelerated in recent decades, while only
21 glaciers were currently monitored on
the ground out of an estimated 40,000
glaciers across the Hindu Kush-Himalaya
region, a vast mountain system spanning
eight countries from Afghanistan to
Myanmar, the study found.

Though making up around 18% of
India’s land, the Himalayan region
accounted for roughly 35% of the
country’s natural disasters.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject “Daily page’

16S9. Peak water: a flow U-turn

fi& afe: ST 941 & 3eTeh

e The Himalaya are approaching a
tipping point as glaciers melt faster than a
decade ago, threatening water security as the
region approaches “peak water® by mid-
century, according to a study released this
month.

feaTer T fefer uise (v Ag) & A
q@w%,ﬁ%aﬁ%waemqﬁaﬁr
it 7 3feeh ol & e 8 8, e aiT &
HET eraTedT odeh “dish atex” H1 Fufa & Hia
g O ST AT o FoIT Tk Sodet 81 T 8,

VET 37 AL STRY Ueh 3T 7 gl AT ¢

e The findings come after the collapse of
a Himalayan glacier in late August along the
Nepal-Tibet border, which caused cascading
landslides and flash floods in the valleys below.

I TSy 3T o 3 7 RATerft 7R &
AuTe-fasad H#AT & 91T &gt & §1¢ T 3T
€, Fores FRoT A i et # e sEEe
AR 31rameTeh a1g 3T S|

e Atleast 1,300 people have been

confirmed dead and more than 5,300 are missing across Nepal and China’s Tibet region.

AdTel 3 <ot o FIseict &1 7 & & A 1,300 AT hr 7 T IS¢ €5 & AR 5,300 F s

AT AT

e As glaciers retreat, they are leaving behind unstable glacial lakes held back by little more
than loose rock and ice, above valleys where millions of people live, the study found.

TS F UTAT 3T Foh JW-51 TR N ge W §, I 37 a1fedl & I 3R ffaad s
o138 T &, [oieg Shadl drell gl 3R ah I FHAR FITATE Jeheh? IWAT & 3R ST8t oIl airer

wda el

e Peak water is the point in time when river flows stop rising and start declining.
i ale a5 THI-Ig & 519 ATl 1 YaTg Fee11 ¢ 81 STl & 3R °ea o g
e Itis expected to have profound implications for water security.

ST STl &I I g THIT TS 2l 37T ¢

e As the Himalaya underpin more than 20% of India’s GDP, the region makes up a key piece
of the country’s national economic infrastructure, upon which hundreds of millions of
people depend.

Hfeh TEATRT $IRA o 20% & 8T Whel TR 3¢91G (GDP) &7 YR g, SAT Ig &1 A
A 3T giaardY ar &1 vk Agcaqol R &, o o st ofter faeie €

e The study was produced by Systemiq, a sustainability advisory firm, together with the
Integrated Mountain Initiative, the International Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development, and India’s G.B. Pant National Institute of Himalayan Environment.

g I Systemiq, Teh FEURAT WRIAY Fe,  Integrated Mountain Initiative,
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development, JUT #iIRd & G.B. Pant
National Institute of Himalayan Environment & &1 fHele IR fhar g
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e Himalayan glacier mass loss had accelerated in recent decades, while only 21 glaciers
were currently monitored on the ground out of an estimated 40,000 glaciers across the
Hindu Kush-Himalaya region, a vast mountain system spanning eight countries from
Afghanistan to Myanmar, the study found.

mwﬁwwﬁsmé:aemﬁ%mwmaimﬁmaﬁmﬁéﬁgé%,
STefeh i Fer-ReATera &1 7 AT 40,000 TR & A TAATT & her 21 TATRIIT Y
TYA-TR R AR 6 37 T §; Tg Teh faATer Iacii Jotell § S Hafaedie & FIAR a6
3 20 A Helr g8 81

e Though making up around 18% of India’s land, the Himalayan region accounted for roughly
35% of the country’s natural disasters.

HIC T SIS 18% S T TEEHT g1t & STas[G, TEATeRIT &1 2T Y ofaTstar 35% Wi
3TIgT3it & foT IARET W@

PEAK WATER IN THE HIMALAYAS

o Peak water is the stage at which annual river runoff produced by glacier melting reaches
its maximum level and thereafter begins to decline.

e Itisanimportant concept for understanding the long-term impact of climate change on
Himalayan water security.

How does Peak Water occur?

o Initially, rising temperatures cause glaciers to melt faster. This releases additional water,
temporarily increasing glacier-fed river flows.

e For example, imagine a glacier as a natural frozen water bank.

o Climate warming initially causes larger withdrawals from this bank, so downstream rivers
receive more water.

o However, the glacier itself becomes progressively smaller.

o Eventually, there is insufficient ice left to maintain the increased meltwater supply.

e Thus:

¢ Warming — Faster glacier melting — Higher runoff - PEAK WATER — Shrinking
glacier reserve — Declining runoff.

o Therefore, peak water does not mean that a river suddenly becomes dry.

o It marksa turning point from increasing to decreasing glacier-derived runoff.

Why is it important for the Himalayas?

e The Hindu Kush-Himalaya (HKH) extends across eight countries from Afghanistan to
Myanmar and contains tens of thousands of glaciers.

e The study cited states that glacier mass loss has accelerated, while only 21 of an estimated
40,000 glaciers are presently monitored on the ground.

o Declining glacier contribution after peak water can threaten drinking water, irrigation,
hydropower generation, agriculture and downstream ecosystems, affecting hundreds of
millions of people.

Double Risk: Too Much Water, then Too Little

o Climate-driven glacier retreat creates two contrasting risks.
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Short term: Faster melting can increase flash floods, landslides and Glacial Lake Outburst
Floods (GLOFs).

Long term: Smaller glaciers mean reduced meltwater availability, particularly during seasons
when glacier melt is important for maintaining river flow.

Retreating glaciers can also form lakes behind unstable moraine dams made of loose rock,
sediment and ice. Their sudden failure can generate destructive GLOFs.

UPSC Takeaway

Peak water represents a climate paradox: accelerated glacier melting can initially increase
water availability, but the same process progressively destroys the frozen reserve that

sustains future flows.
Hence, Himalayan glacier loss is simultaneously a disaster-management, water-security,

energy, agricultural and economic challenge.

Essay 16 September 2026
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Why public intellectuals matter in present-day India
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Why public intellectuals matter in
present-day India

A public intellectual raises questions about the social, political and economic issues of the day using reasoned arguments; the growing assertion of

authoritarian tendencies, destruction of democratic practices and criminalisation of dissent make their role more crucial in the present times

D.V. Kumar

he term ‘public intellectual’ has

an interesting origin. As Romila

Thapar informs us, it was used

in connection with Alfred
Dreyfus, a Jewish captain in the French
army who was believed to have leaked
secrets to the German army. Later, it was
found that he had not done anything of
the kind and was declared innocent.
When he was facing charges of having
leaked secrets, many artists, teachers,
poets and writers came together in
support of him. These people came to be
called public intellectuals.

A public intellectual is essentially a
person who engages with the issues of the
day and takes a position in support of
what she believes to be true and right.
She needs to raise questions about social,
political and economic issues of the day
using reasoned arguments so that
societies would become better places to
live in. A public intellectual is somebody
who seeks to constantly reaffirm the
foundational principles of social justice,
human dignity and fraternity.

Challenging authoritarian tendencies
The role of a public intellectual perhaps
has never been more critical and
important than it is in the present times
in India. The growing assertion of
authoritarian tendencies, leading to
systematic and gradual weakening of
public institutions, destruction of
democratic practices, silencing and, in
fact criminalisation of dissent,
disenfranchisement of lakhs of voters on
the ground of ‘logical discrepancy” and
bulldozing of houses (especially those
belonging to Muslims),” as well as lynching
of people on the grounds of storing beef
in fridges and committing ‘love jihad’, are
things that everybody is becoming
painfully conscious of. If public
intellectuals do not speak and raise their
voice now, when they would do so is
difficult to guess. It is their moral and
ethical responsibility to speak up and
stand with what is right. Silence is not a
virtue in the present times. On the
contrary, it can be dangerous. Perhaps, it
would be relevant to mention here what
Antonio Gramsci, the celebrated Italian
intellectual, wrote, ‘I hate the indifferent,
also because I am annoyed by their
whining as eternal innocents. I ask each
of them how he carries out the role that
life ordained him and daily imposes on
him, what he has and especially has not
done. And I feel like I can be relentless
and not have to waste my pity, nor share
my tears with them... Ilive, ITama
partisan. Therefore, I hate whoever does
not take sides. I hate the indifferent’.
What he tried to argue was that public
intellectuals should reflect and articulate
their position on burning issues of the
day. If they do not do so, who would do
it? It is not that India has not produced
great intellectuals. Starting from Buddha
in the ancient India upto B.R. Ambedkar
in modern times, India has had a glorious
tradition of producing outstanding and
powerful public intellectuals who
questioned the dominant and hegemonic
paradigms during their times.

Silence in academia and science
But what one finds in the present times is
generalised silence from those who have
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the intellectual and critical faculty to be
effective public intellectuals. One could
refer to university teachers, poets,
writers, artists and others in this regard.

A word or two about university
teachers, in particular, would be in order.
It is true that one need not be a university
teacher to be a public intellectual, but a
university teacher who is supposed to
have developed critical imagination and
the necessary conceptual equipment is
eminently suited to be an effective public
intellectual. A university teacher is
expected to critically debate and
articulate positions on issues of the day,
however unpalatable they may be to the
powers that be. But what one finds is the
mysterious silence of these people on
issues that are posing a severe threat to
our constitutional and democratic
framework. Silence is almost normalised
among the university academia. If they do
not write and speak on the issues
concerning especially the marginalised
and the weak in the society, who would
do?

One may also refer to eminent
scientists who could make important
contributions to the debates in the society
in an impartial and objective manner.
Unfortunately, it is observed that they
confine themselves to their narrow,
specialised fields, making them
disembodied and decontextualised
individuals. There is a certain reluctance
on their part to relate themselves to the
surrounding social concerns.

One could take a couple of examples to
show what kind of contribution public
intellectuals can make, if they wish to, to
enrich contemporary debates. Take the
example of nationalism. The way it is
being constructed in the present times,
there is no serious questioning of it (with
very few honourable exceptions). There is
no critical interrogation of the way in
which Hinduism is being weaponised in
terms of Hindutva. Also, attempts to
convert our inclusive, democratic and
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Taking a stand: A student protest in 2021 demanding the release of all political prisoners, at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi. REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

civic nationalism (based on constitutional
principles of equality, liberty, justice and
fraternity), into exclusive, authoritarian
and ethnic (Hindurashtra) nationalism are
something that need to be on the top of
public intellectuals’ agenda. Sadly, this is
not so. They also need to convince people
that the European model of destructive,
jingoistic and exclusive nationalism is not
the right way to strengthen Indian
nationalism, which has had a glorious
history of fighting British colonialism on
democratic, secular and egalitarian
foundations.

Questioning fake history

Another example could be that the line
between myth and history is constantly
blurred, but professional historians (again
with very few exceptions) have preferred
to remain quiet. Academic historians are
clearly not doing their job of questioning
fake history (WhatsApp history)
effectively. Or, for that matter, take the
case of growing communalisation of
public consciousness, which is essentially
atool used to divert people’s attention
from issues such as unemployment,
youth unrest, the unsatisfactory state of
public education, price rise, agrarian
crisis, etc.

There was a time when eminent
scholars were invited to debates on TV
channels, where they could enlighten us
about many important facets of our
history, culture and society. One no
longer finds such debates these days. This
is because either such scholars are no
longer invited to debates of that kind, or
they have declined to be part of debates
that are now known more for their noise
than for meaningful and substantive
content. Anyway, one cannot really
expect much from the electronic media
these days, as they have allowed
themselves to be commodified to an
unprecedented degree.

What is thoroughly discouraged in the
present times is the questioning mind.

When questions are raised about the state
of our polity, education, economy and
society in general, they are sought to be
delegitimised as anti-national and
seditious, and even threats of jail are
flaunted indiscriminately. Criminalisation
of dissent has become normalised. But
still if public intellectuals do not speak
and make their presence felt now, then it
will indeed be a very sad state of affairs in
the country. It is true that even their most
effective interventions may not result in
removing oppressive structures but at
least in the long run, they help in
enhancing critical consciousness among
the people about them.

It is in this context that one needs to
appreciate the remarkable resilience
shown by young protesters in the recent
agitation at Jantar Mantar, in taking their
fight to what they believe is its logical
conclusion — the resignation of the
Education Minister. One lesson that can
be drawn from the largely peaceful
agitation led by the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) is that, contrary to popular
perception, the youth of the country are
not a depoliticised and indifferent lot.

The large participation of young
people, many of whom may have had
nothing to with the NEET examination, in
the protest is symbolic of their political
empathy. They desired to show their
solidarity, which they did. They raised a
critical question of accountability, which
is a basic normative feature of any
democratic governance, over repeated
lapses in conducting national-level
examinations, and pursued it with all the
might at their command.

We always underestimated the political
consciousness of the country’s youth, and
we need to apologise to them for this.
Every act of resistance is a political act.
Perhaps they have begun to play the role
of a public intellectual.

(D.V. Kumar is a former Professor, Dept. of
Sociology, North-Eastern Hill University,
Shillong)
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16S9. Why public intellectuals matter in present-day India

The term ‘public intellectual’ has an interesting origin.
WSt gEfashidl (public intellectual)’ 2sg T edf aeh &

As Romila Thapar informs us, it was used in connection with Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish captain
in the French army who was believed to have leaked secrets to the German army.

ST o AR AR g3 TaT §, STT TA9T 3rehs 35H (Alfred Dreyfus) & TesT & fFam arr
T, Y SHEET QT 3 Ueh g Feetter & 3R FeTah AR 3 A a1 o ¥ 3ogiey Sater el Y
Tireir Ty e 1 o)

Later, it was found that he had not done anything of the kind and was declared innocent.

S A g 91T IAT 3 Sogial T s o oTET oham o7 3R 3¢ Fovefw enfiey s feam ara|

When he was facing charges of having leaked secrets, many artists, teachers, poets and
writers came together in support of him.

SIS 3o 9T NG FAATU elieh it & RT3, T 37deh el fR1eTeh, Sid 3R of@eh 3o
FAYA A THAC gUl

These people came to be called public intellectuals.

T ollalt bt At fareh g farsiidY et S o

A public intellectual is essentially a person who engages with the issues of the day and takes
a position in support of what she believes to be true and right.

T fas geftrsiid) #er: ag caied ¢ S 379 GHT & Heal & S8 3R 5 a8 g7 v
3RIT AT §, 39% GHEAT F 39T 98T @

She needs to raise questions about social, political and economic issues of the day using
reasoned arguments so that societies would become better places to live in.

38 39 GHY & WATAF, Tsteliforan 3 3T Fqeah o aohyol dor & yea 3om =gy, arfen
HATST @t & T 9§ T 91 Foh |

A public intellectual is somebody who seeks to constantly reaffirm the foundational principles
of social justice, human dignity and fraternity.

1 TR YAYTSE el T T AT B |

Challenging authoritarian tendencies

Y vt Y el &

The role of a public intellectual perhaps has never been more critical and important than it is
in the present times in India.

HRA & AT HHAY & Aot fareh Jeferaital T SFAHT ARIe Hefl 8l Scf=il HAgeayut 3R fAvigs
Tl W &

The growing assertion of authoritarian tendencies, leading to systematic and gradual
weakening of public institutions, destruction of democratic practices, silencing and, in fact
criminalisation of dissent, disenfranchisement of lakhs of voters on the ground of ‘logical
discrepancy’ and bulldozing of houses (especially those belonging to Muslims),” as well as
lynching of people on the grounds of storing beef in fridges and committing ‘love jihad’, are
things that everybody is becoming painfully conscious of.

FaTareY gt 1 ded e, foae IRUTEEaRT e T3 1 cgafeyd AR HiAw
FHASR BIaT, SNhcTTAh TUTHT T TAATR, JTEHT Pl GaTeTT 3R aEdT & 3HhT Irqrefishor,
“ATfeheh AT & HTUR I o@T HASTATIHT Sl HATIRR F dfIT el AR ERT T Jorstor &
TIRTET (faRIvehy 3 eR S FHorATEA & §), TUT et & A Wt AR ofa Toigier atet o 3RS o
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TR 9T 11T 6T #ftg g@RT &4 (lynching) T T § fSieteh Uil 83 hig dsTqden

STTEe Il SIT 3@ Bl
If public intellectuals do not speak and raise their voice now, when they would do so is difficult
to guess.

e Ao qeftrsiia 31 g1 Sieid 3R 39=1 TaTST 761 3oTd, A d AT hel HY3T, TE el
HiSA gl

It is their moral and ethical responsibility to speak up and stand with what is right.

et 3R 3 3T & 3T A @WeT 8T 3T stfae 31 3merera SEei §1

Silence is not a virtue in the present times.

T THI F HIeT FE TGIOT G 5

On the contrary, it can be dangerous.

3H% [AUId, I8 AT &f ThdT &

Perhaps, it would be relevant to mention here what Antonio Gramsci, the celebrated Italian
intellectual, wrote, ‘I hate the indifferent, also because | am annoyed by their whining as
eternal innocents.

ATTE Fg1 FIAGH FaTeldl g erSiidT Antonio Gramsci & SiY for@m &1, 3HhT Seoid TrEfTen g,
A SETEeT et & O AT €, ST oY fof aread fAefst & g Jefent AT HY AR Rl
gl

| ask each of them how he carries out the role that life ordained him and daily imposes on
him, what he has and especially has not done.

# 38 @ TS W YBT § % 98 3 ${{HH 1 H Ao & o Shaet & 3@ o feiRd
fRar g 3R 59 a8 38 W ufafe IRITAT adar g, 39 41 har § 3R Ay &9 & F37 7787
Far gl

And | feel like | can be relentless and not have to waste my pity, nor share my tears with
them...

3R F ST § T # 39937 T§ Thell § TUT 37Tl He0T 1 o Flal AT Iefeh WY 3 1Y
TS et I TTLTRAT Adl ...

| live, | am a partisan.

# Sffad g, # v gaTer €l

Therefore, | hate whoever does not take sides.

ELIELY ﬁwawﬁr@rwmﬁsﬁmqﬁwwaﬁml

| hate the indifferent’.

H SR ST & GO FATE I’

What he tried to argue was that public intellectuals should reflect and articulate their position
on burming issues of the day.

31T cleh I UT Toh AIa v JefarsNfaal st 310e GHY & Saoid Heal I 3791 TRy &l ek
3R Tase e Tnfev]

If they do not do so, who would do it?

e 3§ AT SR LI, dl HleT HLAM?

It is not that India has not produced great intellectuals.

UHT 6T & o ARG o FgTeT g ofr YT At v g

Starting from Buddha in the ancient India up to B.R. Ambedkar in modern times, India has
had a glorious tradition of producing outstanding and powerful public intellectuals who
guestioned the dominant and hegemonic paradigms during their times.

Tt AR H Fg @ It 3T THT & 3R, HA5F doh, 3R 1 Wl 3egpse 3R
TTaRITel Ads foreh gefarshfaal 1 Sea Sat hr siRaemely R W &, [Siegiel 9= T &
gaferd 3R adEaardl gfaAET (hegemonic paradigms) 9% 9%eT 33107
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Silence in academia and science

fratr-srera 3tk e & Al

e But what one finds in the present times is generalised silence from those who have the
intellectual and critical faculty to be effective public intellectuals.

ARl AT THT A WA T AT § T Tt Silait 7 gerrdy ardsifas qeftrsiid seter
Sigfare 3R 3TerasTcA® &TAdT §, 39 A i cared gl

e One could refer to university teachers, poets, writers, artists and others in this regard.
=g Tedl A faeafaerers & RaTeh!, Hiadl, oREgehl, FeRT 3R 31T 9T T Seorg R o
THATE |

o A word or two about university teachers, in particular, would be in order.
oy w7 & faeafacares & fRatet & IR 7 wa-al a1 Fgarr 3fad gem|

e Itis true that one need not be a university teacher to be a public intellectual, but a university
teacher who is supposed to have developed critical imagination and the necessary
conceptual equipment is eminently suited to be an effective public intellectual.

Ig e & T wrdarfore geftrsiid aete & forw farafacarery 1 et gia s =7¢t &, Afehet
U Taeafacarery e, forde IR 7 AT 1T § 7 38 ITeaacnad SHodareiterdr (critical
imagination) 3R 3Taeaeh IATRe &TAT Ao AT T &, T AT e Fefershidl sefal & forw
faRY &9 & 3ugerd gl B

e A university teacher is expected to critically debate and articulate positions on issues of the
day, however unpalatable they may be to the powers that be.

faeafaerera & e & &I 1 ST § 7o 98 379+ THT & FHeal W HTAIAIcHS T6d
3R 319e) TAART it TUse FT & TaFd Y, T8 I AATETRAT (powers that be) FT fardet &1 31T
T o T |

e Butwhat one finds is the mysterious silence of these people on issues that are posing a
severe threat to our constitutional and democratic framework.

AfFeT &@ar 7 3mar ¢ fF gaR waenfaw 3 drdifae e & v 73R @a’T 3cee Y arer
Fegl T A T WEIAT T A Hief &

e Silence is almost normalised among the university academia.
freafacarer & derfore stara & Hier Seremr AN 81 AT

o |f they do not write and speak on the issues concerning especially the marginalised and the
weak in the society, who would do?

I 3 Farey &9 & TS & gflie W Reue i FAeR @@t & 7 Aegl o foredet 31 el o7,
al ahleT a2

e One may also refer to eminent scientists who could make important contributions to the
debates in the society in an impartial and objective manner.

¥ yfaftsa dafaent & off Seora R ST TehdT & S TATST 7 gl arelt sgar & farsqer 3y
FEQTASS &1 § Hgca ol ATelet & Hevdl & |

e Unfortunately, it is observed that they confine themselves to their narrow, specialised fields,
making them disembodied and decontextualised individuals.

g1Ia ), IE <G ST & foh 3 T Y 379e Fehrot, faeefigra a¥at oer AifAd tad €, fSea a
ammﬁa’aﬁﬁaﬁgcmm—ﬁé’lﬁmﬁ?aﬂaﬁ%l

e There is a certain reluctance on their part to relate themselves to the surrounding social
concerns.

3eThT 3R T IMEUTH T AT Ran3it & TaF I s & e YR 1 fa<or iears S &l

e One could take a couple of examples to show what kind of contribution public intellectuals can
make, if they wish to, to enrich contemporary debates.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page38



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

HHHTCNT TEAT I THCH HA o [T ATdsiiaieh Jefersidl, Ife d =1, o e JehR 1 Arerera &
Hehdl &, 38 el & ToIT o 3ereeor fore ot dehd €

e Take the example of nationalism.
ASEATE T 3GIER0T o |

e The way it is being constructed in the present times, there is no serious questioning of it (with
very few honourable exceptions).

FIHTT THIT H T IhR SHHT AT Fomam 7 @1 €, 39 I IR e 3o ff Rufa g g
(TS T GEATAY JTdTe] I SIS |

e There is no critical interrogation of the way in which Hinduism is being weaponised in terms of
Hindutva.

58 v figea & weet 7 g et &1 wrarehifares gfR=mfisnoT (weaponisation) fear s @i €,
3T FIS AHTAIATCHS SAI-TSdTel 78T 8F T &

e Also, attempts to convert our inclusive, democratic and civic nationalism (based on
constitutional principles of equality, liberty, justice and fraternity), into exclusive, authoritarian
and ethnic (Hindurashtra) nationalism are something that need to be on the top of public
intellectuals’ agenda.

S 37aTaT, §AR TR, ity 3R AT Ugare (S T, T, 7T 3R T8
o Gaeiaes fewidl o1 MR §) i afgswrly, wemardr 3 s (ffegarse) rseare # seee
& 9 O fava § TSieg idsifaieh gefarsiiaat & veis & dafed grafaedr e =ifee|

e Sadly, this is not so.
oo &, T 71 5

e They also need to convince people that the European model of destructive, jingoistic and
exclusive nationalism is not the right way to strengthen Indian nationalism, which has had a
glorious history of fighting British colonialism on democratic, secular and egalitarian
foundations.

3o o9l T g o THST T 3TaeTHar § o R=merrll, 3o Iwseard) ik afgswrl wsearg
T AlSe HRAT TG, &l Hled el o1 3T AT 7161 8, Toreent fafeer sfafarafaes
AT & faeeer smaiias, eaifaRdsr 3R FAAEE 3Rt ) FO§ e 1 AR sfagre w@r
J

Questioning fake history

Hoil e 9T 9ot 31T

¢ Another example could be that the line between myth and history is constantly blurred, but
professional historians (again with very few exceptions) have preferred to remain quiet.

Teh 313 3cTeR0T e &1 el & Toh Ty 3R sforerar & ot it Y@ oeraR eferely 1 st g,
QT ARIeR STAgAhRT o (T & $5 3T A ITATET T SISH) FleT g1 I T 8|

e Academic historians are clearly not doing their job of questioning fake history (WhatsApp
history) effectively.

Fe1f01e sfagraesR Tase T & weit i8R (WhatsApp history) TR THTET GIT & 9T 33T T
HYAT ST o781 T 38 81

e Or, for that matter, take the case of growing communalisation of public consciousness, which
is essentially a tool used to divert people’s attention from issues such as unemployment,
youth unrest, the unsatisfactory state of public education, price rise, agrarian crisis, etc.

7 TR ATASTTeTeh el & Sl HTHGHARIHIOT T &1 o, ST Felcl: Sl T CATT SRISIRT, aT
3TN, FrdsTieieh TG T 3riciTSoTareh [FUfd, Foa gefe, FY Tehe e Heal F siehe & fow
STAHATS fhIT ST aTell Ueh AT & |

e There was a time when eminent scholars were invited to debates on TV channels, where they
could enlighten us about many important facets of our history, culture and society.
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Teh THI AT ST FTATSSd Taearsl dr EdT deTell IR glet aTell Sga1 7 ITHTIT T SITar 21, S8l &
AR gforerd, FEpfer 3R TATS & 3ish AEaYOT Teef3fl o IR H g ST & Fehd |

One no longer finds such debates these days.
3ToTehel U 988 3@ Y AT TAIT|
This is because either such scholars are no longer invited to debates of that kind, or they

have declined to be part of debates that are now known more for their noise than for
meaningful and substantive content.

e safav § F i a1 ar 08 fagarel 1 319 38 TR ol dgdl # AT oAl fohar ST, A1
3glel 3o SEEl T AT FoTol W SoTehR X AT R SiY 319 Ardeh 3R 31 AHaY hr Jofat 7 379t
AMT-2RTE & FAT 3170 Sl S 8

Anyway, one cannot really expect much from the electronic media these days, as they have
allowed themselves to be commodified to an unprecedented degree.

au o, Wgﬁaﬁﬁmmﬁmﬂa@:ﬁmﬁmaﬁaﬁrmﬂwﬁ FIP 3T TTT T
37T T cIoh aEGHIOT (commodification) & 37efleT X foram ¥l
What is thoroughly discouraged in the present times is the questioning mind.

TOAE FAY H TS et T T cRE Gailcaned 1ohdl STl &, I8 & TeT e aTell AT AhaT|

When questions are raised about the state of our polity, education, economy and society in
general, they are sought to be delegitimised as anti-national and seditious, and even threats
of jail are flaunted indiscriminately.

STe gAY TroregawyT, fet, srdegawyr 3R FATeT S T EUfa ) ges 3a1v o §, A 306
Trog-faReft 31 2B TR 31AY IT AT SERT T YT THAT ST & 3% T@T ek T ST
FSTaY T AR H AFAATA &1 F & AT B

Criminalisation of dissent has become normalised.

g AT T IRefTHIoT ATAAS &1 T 5|

But still if public intellectuals do not speak and make their presence felt now, then it will
indeed be a very sad state of affairs in the country.

e o, afe; wrderfores gefershdt ara =1gl steret 3R 3raei 3ufRufa 1 wsiTa Few =6l I,
&1 3 I8 aead 7 HAd gae eufa gl
It is true that even their most effective interventions may not result in removing oppressive

structures but at least in the long run, they help in enhancing critical consciousness among
the people about them.

g T & fob 3eTch AT THTET gedard 3T SHASHY FITATHT T TATCT et 7 Tl o @I, elfchel
FH-H- STHhTel 7 I AR & d1T SoTch TEY F TATATCHS TdAT TGTol 37 TgTIAT I ¢ |
It is in this context that one needs to appreciate the remarkable resilience shown by young

protesters in the recent agitation at Jantar Mantar, in taking their fight to what they believe is
its logical conclusion — the resignation of the Education Minister.

S8 Hedl H ST HAX TR GITerdT JHieTelel H aT Ye el gaRT @rs 318 Seci@e1a ggar &
W@raﬁaﬁﬁ,%ﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁmﬁﬁﬁaﬁwmmmém
aifere aRoTe AT & — RYer w7 F1 sEdET|

One lesson that can be drawn from the largely peaceful agitation led by the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) is that, contrary to popular perception, the youth of the country are not a
depoliticised and indifferent lot.

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) a?ﬁﬂ?q'ﬁgtfa?ﬁﬂﬁw QATIYUT 3HieTeleT ¥ Teh ek Ig forar
ST HhelT & o 31T RO & o, e & Jar Tereiifar-faere 3iiv serdier a9t =76 81

The large participation of young people, many of whom may have had nothing to with the
NEET examination, in the protest is symbolic of their political empathy.

TaRer et oSt S # ansit i ey, S & &g o1 NEET ulieT & #1$ Togel ey off
<TET TGT §19TT, SoTehl Iefellfcieh HETe{fel T Tk &l
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e They desired to show their solidarity, which they did.
q 39T ThofedT JeiRd AT g &, ST Segiel i
e Theyraised a critical question of accountability, which is a basic normative feature of any

democratic governance, over repeated lapses in conducting national-level examinations, and
pursued it with all the might at their command.

ﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂaﬂﬁm—wﬁaﬁaﬁmmwwm@qm
3O, it Tl 8t SllencliTIeh QT T Teh AT ATeTeh FAATET &, 3R 3191 &7 o ary
W 3T S|

o We always underestimated the political consciousness of the country’s youth, and we need to
apologise to them for this.

GHA GAT 2T & T3 I AeTelfcieh el hT A Floh 3T & 3R 3T forw g9 37 &7
FIITe Y ITARIHRAT & |

e Every act of resistance is a political act.
iR T 93AF Fed U Uil Fed o

e Perhaps they have begun to play the role of a public intellectual.

UG, 3egiel WA Jeferaiid 1 1fFeT fvammer o ¢ = g

PCS Special: | 16 September

16S9 | Keralam to be first State to put driving aspirants to ‘Hazard Perception Test’

srsfder arsdw & rsafdal & fAw ‘Hazard Perception Test’ @Te[ &1 ATl 9l T
BN A H

Keralam to be first State to put driving

aspirants to ‘Hazard Perception Test’

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

ton at the right moment.
Failure to identify a hazard
at the right time will result

In a first in the country,
Keralam will introduce a
mandatory computer-
based ‘Hazard Perception
Test’ for driving licence ap-
plicants from December
2026 as part of measures to
improve road safety and
assess the applicants’ abili-
ty to identify potential ha-
zards on the road.

The test, designed on in-
ternational standards, will
have a video-game-like for-
mat. Applicants will have
to clear the test within 30
days of passing the lear-
ner’s test and only those
passing it can attend the

Safety lessons: Applicants will have to clear the test within 30 days
of passing the learner’s test. FILE PHOTO

ground and road tests, ac-
cording to the Motor Vehi-
cles Department (MVD).
The test will comprise 10
one-minute videos depict-
ing situations and potential

hazards that drivers may
encounter on the road.
Each video will contain
at least two hazards, which
candidates will have to
identify by pressing a but-

in deduction of marks.
Candidates will be award-
ed 10 marks for each cor-
rect response and will have
to secure at least 60 out of
100 marks to pass the test.

The Transport Commis-
sioner has directed the im-
plementation of the online
test from December consi-
dering the rise in road acci-
dents in Keralam.

Though the test is being
introduced for the first
time in the country, provi-
sion for conducting such
an assessment is already
included in the Central Mo-
tor Vehicles Rules.
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16S9. Keralam to be first State to put driving aspirants to ‘Hazard Perception
Test’

TS asdw & 3rsufial % v ‘Hazard Perception Test’ @Te[ FXe ATl Tga T4
B9 FAH

e In afirst in the country, Keralam will introduce a mandatory computer-based ‘Hazard
Perception Test’ for driving licence applicants from December 2026 as part of measures to
improve road safety and assess the applicants’ ability to identify potential hazards on the
road.

3R F Ugell I, e fGHaR 2026 ¥ grefder osdw 3mdeet & fov sifaars Feget-smafya
‘Hazard Perception Test’ & T, ToTHeT 3eced WS F&T H FUR =T 3N 3Tdcent
gz R TAIad TaR) Y IgaTe HTA Y 8THAT T ITeholed HAT § |

e The test, designed on international standards, will have a video-game-like format.
HARTSET ATAHT & TR T IR FHAT 3737 T8 TdeTor HFEFE-17 SRy 9reg & grom|

o Applicants will have to clear the test within 30 days of passing the learner’s test and only
those passing it can attend the ground and road tests, according to the Motor Vehicles
Department (MVD).

Motor Vehicles Department (MVD) & 378K, 3Tdeshi T learner’s test 3o &det & 30 fewit
& ofTaT T8 9AEToT UTH AT 81T 31X Shdel 34 30T il arel 3nemeff § I sk s e A
TfRer 81 Fhal |

e The test will comprise 10 one-minute videos depicting situations and potential hazards that
drivers may encounter on the road.

=g qeToT H Teh-UE e F 10 AifFar g, foere ol aRfeufaat 3tk danfaa @art &1 weliRia
THIT ST, TR TTAAT Tl T G Y Thd &

e Each video will contain at least two hazards, which candidates will have to identify by
pressing a button at the right moment.

I IfSAT & 7 J FH & @At a1, oo 379afAT o TEr THT IR T T gaThT GgdTeTaT
e

e Failure to identify a hazard at the right time will result in deduction of marks.
Rl TR T TEY THT IR UgATd kel H [l et W 3 FIe A0 |

e Candidates will be awarded 10 marks for each correct response and will have to secure at
least 60 out of 100 marks to pass the test.

TS TEY 3R o forw 3reafdat &Y 10 37 T Soet 3R odieTor el avat & v 3§ 100 A &
H T HH 60 3 YT Ha @it

e The Transport Commissioner has directed the implementation of the online test from
December considering the rise in road accidents in Keralam.

Transport Commissioner ﬁWﬁmWsﬁ#Waﬁé‘@ﬁg@Wﬁm
TRTETOT A1) et oh feider fear g

e Though the test is being introduced for the first time in the country, provision for conducting
such an assessment is already included in the Central Motor Vehicles Rules.

e ger # Ig IET0T Tl IR Y AT ST TgT &, oAfched SH TehR & HTheloT & FeTelT HT
YTaHT Ugel ¥ &7 Central Motor Vehicles Rules & 2nfRer &1
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